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By Marco Levytsky 

An 83-year-old Ukrainian immi- 
grant in the early stages of 
Alzheimer’s disease, with a wife 
who’s had a number of strokes, suf- 
fers from dementia, and is currently 
in a nursing home, has been given 
notice the government of Canada 
wants to deport him for allegedly 
lying upon coming to this country 
55 years ago. 

In a Statement of Claim, issued 
by Morris A. Rosenberg, Deputy 
Attorney General of Canada, March 
16, Edmonton resident Josef 
Furman is charged with obtaining 
Canadian Citizenship "Бу false rep- 
resentations or fraud or by know- 
ingly concealing material circum- 
stances”. 

This is the second Denaturaliza- 
tion and Deportation (D&D) State- 
ment of Claim brought forward by 
the Justice Department’s War 
Crimes Division in just over two 
weeks. 

March 1, Jura Skomatchuk of St. 
Catherines — also a Ukrainian — 
was served with a Statement of 
Claim — also issued by Rosenberg. 

Both men are accused of hiding 
their past as members of the 
Trawniki guards. 

However, in neither of the two 
cases, is any specific charge of in- 
dividual criminality brought for- 
ward as had been required as a pre- 
requisite for such cases when the 
government first announced the D 
% D policy in 1995. 

“The key criterion in these pro- 
ceedings is the existence of some 
evidence of individual criminality,” 
stated a Jan. 31, 1995 press release 
of the government of Canada. 

“Tf that cannot be proven, no pro- 
ceedings will be considered,” it con- 
tinued. 

“The statement of claim really 
isn’t a statement of claim,” says Eric 
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Hafemann, lawyer for both Furman 
and Skomatchuk. 

“Tt is a historical document that 
goes on page after page talking 
about atrocities that happened dur- 
ing the Second World War, which 
nobody takes issue with. Then you 
get down to the poor person accused 
and there’s virtually nothing there 
— some allegation that this person 
was here, there, whatever. 

“Where are their witnesses? They 
won’t have any, and they won’t have 
any documents, I can tell you that. 
Each case has been the same. And 
their allegation is that these Ukrai- 
nian kids were assisting the Nazi 
regime. Well, so was every Jew ina 
concentration camp forced to pro- 
vide labour. This is exactly what this 
is about,” he said in interviews with 
both Ukrainian News and the 
Edmonton Journal. 

“Essentially, they are a criminal 
proceeding run through the back 
door under the guise of citizenship 
revocation,” Hafemann added. “In 
my view they are disgusting. They 
abuse people’s civil rights — but 
that’s what the government is up to, 
so we will defend it.” 

“You've got people who have 
been here, hard-working, for 50, 60 
years. They have been decent citi- 
zens, and then somebody accuses 
them of being war criminals. That’s 
what they do in their documentation. 
They use weasel words like ‘alleged’ 
and ‘suspected’ and so on, but that’s 
what they do. To the world, they 
hold these people out as war crimi- 
nals.” 

“If you are going to accuse some- 
one of being a criminal, give them a 
criminal trial. We have criminal leg- 
islation here in Canada to permit 
that. But they don’t do that. The ar- 
gument is ‘Oh, no, you haven’t done 
anything wrong, but it’s now an im- 
migration matter: you must have lied 
about belonging to some group.’ 

“And then they produce no wit- 
nesses, no documents. But this is 
acceptable in the federal court? I 
find it disgusting. That’s the only 
word that I can use,” says 
Hafemann. 

Hafemann also told Ukrainian 
News that Furman is in the early 
stages of Alzheimer’s disease. 

“Tt is at a stage where he’s taking 
medication, and from my knowl- 
edge of it, the medication helps for 
about three, four years. It’s slowing 
down the disease.” 

This will make it extremely diffi- 
cult for him to remember things that 
happened 60 years ago, says 
Hafemann. 

“He could be mixed up talking 
about events... things that happened 
in 1950 could have happened in 
1940. 

“Even people who are all there, 
so to speak, and have no problems 
with any diseases, even they have 
difficulties remembering things that 
happened 60 years ago,” he added. 
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Justice Dept. now targets Alzheimer’s victim 
Христос Воскрес! 
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Luba and Daria Kuc display a collection of traditional Ukrainian Easter eggs (or Pysanky) at the “Ukrai- 
nian Mosaic” held at the Ukrainian National Federation Hall in Edmonton, March 20-21. For more see 


Page 12 of this issue. 


Українці у США готуються до 
американських виборів 


Михайло Мигалисько, Радіо Свобода 

В рамках підготовки до американських виборів 
президента та Конгресу США американські українці. 
24-го березня розпочали кампанію і в інтересах 
України. 

Метою «Українських днів у Вашінгтоні» є висло-- 
вити домагання українських американців, які мають 
право голосувати, а також провести зустрічі із тими 
конгресменами, які представляють їхні округи. 
Михайло Савків - представник Українського 
Конгресового Комітету Америки, який організує 
цей захід, в інтерв'ю радіо "Свобода" сказав: «Захід 
«Українські дні" означає мобілізувати нашу україн-- 
ську громаду, щоб більше вплинула на політичний 
процес тут, у Вашінгтоні. Наша громада є досить 
велика й по цілій Америці має свої різні контакти з 
урядовцями. Приїхати до Вашінгтона, щоб захищати 
ці наші українсько-американські інтереси в зустрі - 
чах з конгресменами, це якраз є надія й нагода, щоб 
показати вплив українсько-американської громади». 

Як сказав Михайло Савків, представник 
Українського Конгресового Комітету Америки, 
який є президентом Української інформаційної 


служби, йдеться не лише про інтереси американ-- 
ських українців, а й також про питання відносин 
США з Україною. Упродовж двох днів на зустрічах 
з офіційними особами теперішньої Республіканської 
адміністрації США, з представниками Демокра- 
тичної партії та численними американськими 
законодавцями американські українці мають намір 
домагатися збільшення американських фінансових 
асигнувань на підтримку демократичних перет- 
ворень в Україні і надання українській державі CTa— 
тусу ринкової економіки та нормалізувати двосто-- 
ронні торговельні відносини. В центрі уваги вашінг-- 
тонських зустрічей буде також справа побудови 
меморіалу жертвам українського голодомору у 
столиці США. Як зазначають експерти, поліпшення 
українсько-американських стосунків однак зале- 
жатиме також від того, чи буде дотримано демо-- 
кратичних стандартів під час передвиборчої кампанії 
та президентських виборів в Україні. Учасники 
дводенної передвиборчої акції «Українські дні у 
Вашінгтоні» матимуть можливість зустрітися також 
з українськими дипломатами у Сполучених Штатах 
Америки. 
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ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС! 
HAPPY EASTER! 

З ВЕЛИКОЮ РАДІСТЮ І ВЕСНОЮ 
ВІТАЄМО УКРАЇНСЬКУ ГРОМАДУ. 
Бажаємо щастя і всього добра членам 

та прихильникам які невтомно і 
добровільно допомагають здійснювати 
завдання і проєкти ССУК. 

We wish happiness and all success to all 

benefactors and volunteers who help us to 


accomplish our programs and projects. 


укга 
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Західні оглядачі вітають 
закриття справ Козаченка 


Марія Щур, Радіо Свобода 

Західні оглядачі вітають припинення Генеральною 
прокуратурою України справи проти колишнього 
вще-прем'єра з аграрних питань, а нині лідера аграр- 
них громадських організації Леоніда Козаченка. На 
думку речника фундації 7 Україна США" Моргана 
Вільямса, це рішення матиме позитивний вплив не 
лише на українсько-американські стосунки, але й 
на розвиток українського аграрного ринку. 

Як повідомляло радіо "Свобода", 23-го березня 
Генеральна прокуратура України оголосила про 
припинення справи проти колишнього віце-прем'єр 
-міністра України з аграрних питань Леоніда Коза 
ченка за відсутністю складу злочину. Нагадаємо, що 
у справі, яка розпочалася рік тому, Леоніда Ko 
заченка звинувачували серед іншого, у тому, що він 
завдав збитків державі в розмірі 1,5 мільярда 
гривень, а також в одержанні хабара від закордонних 
компаній у розмірі понад 300 мільйонів доларів. Про 
безпідставність цих звинувачень Леонід Козаченко 
твердив від самого початку. 

На захист Козаченка та його реформ в аграрному 
комплексі минулої весни стали численні українські 
та західні політичні діячі й офіційні особи. Зокрема 
своє занепокоєння висловлював колишній україн- 
ський прем'єр Анатолій Кінах та канадський посол 
в Україні Ендрю Робертсон. Останній твердив, що 
арешт Козаченка викличе зупинку реформ в аграр 
ному секторі. 

В інтерв'ю радіо "Свобода" речник фундації 
7 Україна-США" Морган Вільямс привітав заяву 


української прокуратури, сказавши, що нарешті 
українське правосуддя ухвалило правильне рішення: 
«Саме звістка була шокуючою, але коли я прочитав 
пункти звинувачення, мені стало очевидно, що вони 
безпідставні i в жодному чесному судовому процесі 
їх неможливо буде довести». 

На думку американського оглядача, це рішення 
матиме позитивний вплив на українське сільське 
господарство. «Гадаю, воно змінить погляд великих 
західних аграрних компаній на Україну. Більшість 
їз керівників цих компаній особисто знають пана 
Козаченка, | вони були шоковані звинуваченнями, 
не менше, ніж я. Тоді це був дуже поганий сигнал 
щодо напрямку реформ в українському сільському 
господарстві». 

Деякі провідні західні аграрні фірми сприймали 
наступ на Леоніда Козаченка, як наступ на західних 
інвесторів, адже у дачі хабара звинувачували пред- 
ставників найбільших західних агрофірм - «Новар-- 
Tic» та «Зенека». Але, як говорить Вільямс, «проку-- 
ратурі так | не вдалося знайти гідних довіри свідків 
звинувачення | протягом останніх кількох місяців 
уже ставало очевидно, що справу доведеться закрити 
саме тому, що звинувачення були безпідставні». 

На думку самого Леоніда Козаченка, якщо щось і 
завдало шкоди інтересам держави та селян, то це не 
його діяльність, а ті тотальні перевірки, які розпо- 
чалися у зв'язку з його справою. За його словами, 
через ці перевірки до сільського господарства не 
надійшло інвестицій у розмірі близько 3,5 мільярдів 
гривень. 


У МЗС Росії невдоволені новим 
кроком зближення України 1 НАТО 


Петро Кагуй, Радіо Свобода 
Російська преса продовжує ак 
тивно коментувати ратифікацію 
українським парламентом мемо-- 


ALTHOCT! надаватиме свою гери 

горію НАТО, причому, без узгод 

ження з російською стороною. 
Таке рішення українців викли- 


жує, що МЗС Росії не захотіло 
офіційно звернути увагу на те, що 
Україна впустила до себе НАТО. 

Вже згаданий московський що-- 


рандуму між Кабінетом міністрів 
України і штабом НАТО про піл 
тримку Альянсу. Йдеться і про 
першу негативну реакцію в МЗС 
Росії. 

«Україна зрадила Росію» - це за- 
ГОЛОВОК Зі ВПЛИВОВОЇ МОСКОВСЬКОЇ 
газети «Время новостей», яка пи-- 
ше, що Москва серйозно стур- 
бована тим, що Україна при необ-- 


кало жорстку реакцію Москви, 
наголошує автор статті. В МЗС 
Росії вважають, що це рішення не 
відповідає духу «б статті Вели- 
кого договору про дружбу і спів-- 
працю між Україною i Росією», в 
якій передбачено, що «жодна зі 
сторін не допустить використання 
своєї території на шкоду безпеці 
іншої сторони». У російському 
зовнішньополітичному відомстві 


денник «Время новостей» опублі-- 
купап 22 березня також їмтеум'о 
із заступником помічника держ-- 
секретаря Сполучених Штатів з 
питань Європи та Азії Стівеном 
Пайфером, який прибув із візитом 
до Москви. Пайфер вважає, що 
немає підстав для стурбованості з 
боку Росії. «В угоді між Україною 
i НАТО обумовлено статус військ 
НАТО на випадок, якщо вони 


коли-небудь будуть розміщені на 
території України. В основному це 
стосується сил НАТО, що при- 
були до України на навчання. У 
2000 році в Україні три рази від 

бувалися військові навчання за 
участі американських військ. Од- 
ного разу у них брали участь і 
російські військовослужбовці». 
«Кожного разу ми заключали 
чітку угоду, в якій обумовлювався 
статус американських військ на 
території України. Ця угода суто 
технічна. Не йдеться про зміни ні 
в кількості навчань, ні під час їх- 
нього перебігу», заявив газеті 
«Время новостей» Пайфер. 


особливо занепокоєні тим, що в 
меморандумі задекларовано під 
тримку будь-яких операцій 
НАТО, у тому числі без санкції 
Ради безпеки ООН, зауважує 
газета «Время новостей». 

Про негативну реакцію в МЗС 
Росії на ратифікацію українським 
парламентом меморандуму між 
урядом України 1 штабом НАТО, 
повідомило також агентство «ЇІн-- 
терфакс». Однак, це неофіційна 
реакція. В обох випадках, поси-- 
лання на неназване джерело у 
зовнішньополітичному відомстві 
Росії. З цього приводу московська 
газета «Русский курьер», заува-- 


Замковенко засуджений до 
2 років позбавлення волі 


(Радіо Свобода)- -Колишній голова Печерського райсуду міста 
Києва Микола Замковенко засуджений до 2 років позбавлення волі 
умовно з випробувальним терміном 1 рік 

Таке рішення ухвалив 29-го березня Апеляційний суд Кивської 
області. 

У липні 2001 року Президент Леонід Кучма звільнив Замковенка з 
посад голови і судді Печерського райсуду, коли Вища рада юстиції 
встановила серйозні порушення, допущені суддею у більш ніж 20-ти 
справах. 

Адвокат Андрій Федур сказав, що Замковенко має намір оскаржити 
цей вирок. 

Микола Замковенко у 2001-2002 роках виніс рішення щодо групи 
резонансних справ. Зокрема, він дозволив звільнити з-під арешту 
лідера опозиційної партії «Батьківщина» Юлію Тимошенко, яку 
обвинувачували у підкупі колишнього прем'єра Павла Лазаренка, 
котрабанді російського газу та ухилянні від сплати податків в особливо 
великих розмірах. 


СВЯТКУЄМО 90-ЛІТТЯ 


НАЙСТАРША КНИГАРНЯ В ЯКІЙ НЕБУДЬ МОВІ В ЕДМОНТОНІ 


В День найбільшої радости 
ВОСКРЕСЕННЯ ХРИСТОВОГО 
Щиро й Сердечно Вітаємо 
ВСІХ НАШИХ 
ПРИЯТЕЛІВ ТА ПОКУПЦІВ 
ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС! 


УКРАЇНСЬКА КНИГАРНЯ 
UKRAINIAN BOOK STORE 


10215 - 97 ST. PO BOX 1640 
EDMONTON, ALBERTA Т5, 2N9 
Ph.: (780) 422-4255; Fax: (780) 425-1439 
e-mail: ukrbkst@telusplanet.net 
Visit our website www.ukrainianbookstore.com 
Toll free: 1-866-422-4255 
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Justice Dept. now targets 
Alzheimer’s victim 


Cont. from P. 1 

The case of Skomatchuk, who 
does not have these medical disabili- 
ties is a good example, says 
Hafemann. 

“We sat down and chatted, but 
we're trying now to remember 
things that happened back in 1942 
and 1941. You’re never sure whether 
the person recalls things accurately. 
It’s just not possible” 

As for what happens when the 
Furman case goes to court, 
Hafemann said: "Не won’t be there 
obviously, he won’t be of any assis- 
tance You can’t simply rely on what 
he says anymore. He will not be a 
witness useful to himself.” 

Asked whether Furman is fit to 
stand trial, Hafemann said it doesn’t 
matter in a civil litigation like the 
revocation of citizenship process. A 
judge in the case of 91-year-old 
Jacob Fast, also from Ukraine, ruled 
that his presence wasn’t necessary. 

“A normal person would say 
“What’s going on here?’, but the fed- 
eral court doesn’t seem to care. In 
the case of Jacob Fast who, as I un- 
derstand it, was totally incoherent 


ES 


Sees 


Josef Furman with his wife, Maria. For the last three years, Josef has 


ii oe 


been visiting Maria at her nursing home, staying there virtually from 10:30 
am to 7:30 pm. He has only missed four or five days. 


and totally incapable of even appre- 
ciating what his lawyers were say- 
ing, they still went ahead with it” 
“The way the federal court gets 
around it, and I think that’s a їгау- 
esty ... is that they say this isn’t a 


trial this is just a fact-finding exer- 
cise, the judge is going to write a 
report and he’s going to do that 
whether the individual involved 
shows up or not. 

“How can you write an accurate 
report without the defendant being 
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Mykola Maimeskul 
Ukraine’s new 
ambassador to Canada 


(Ukrayinska Pravda/Myroslava’s E-Poshta)—President Leonid Kuchma 
has appointed Mykola Maimeskul Ukraine’s ambassador to Canada. In 
keeping with another decree, President Kuchma also appointed Maimeskul 
Ukraine’s representative to the International Civil Aviation Organization 
(ICAO). 

Since February 2002 Mykola Maimeskul occupied the post of director 
of the Consular Service Department in Ukraine’s Ministry of Foreign Af- 
fairs. 

In Janaury 2001 he was appointed director of the Department for Euro- 
pean Integration and Economic and Humanitarian Cooperation, and spe- 
cial envoy of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

From July 1, 1996 to Oct. 17, 2000 Maimeskul was Ukraine’s Perma- 
nent Representative at the UN and other international organizations in 
Geneva. 

In 1996-1998 he was the head of the Disarmament Conference and the 
Geneva Diplomatic Committee, and the vice-head of the European Eco- 
nomic Commission of the UN. 

In 1972 Maimeskul, who is a translator by profession, completed his 
studies at Kyiv University. His doctoral dissertation was on the “The Poli- 
tics of France in the French-Speaking Countries of Central Africa (late 

1950s-early 1980s).” [Translated by MDO] 


UCC calls for Ukraine 
election monitors 


(UktNews)—The Ukrainian Canadian Congress is calling upon mem- 
bers of the Ukrainian Canadian community to serve as election monitors 
during the upcoming Oct. 31 Presidential elections in Ukraine. 

The UCC is calling upon these observers to help ensure that the elec- 
tions are held in a fair and democratic manner. 

Anybody interested in participating is urged to call (866) 942-4627 (toll 
free) or 9204) 942-4627 in Winnipeg, e-mail: 
<electionsinukraine@ucc.ca>, or visit the UCC web site at: <www.ucc.ca>. 


New GC bishop ordained in Brazil 


(RISU.org.ua)—March 21, Cardinal Lubomyr Husar, head of the Ukrai- 
nian Greek Catholic Church (UGCC), ordained Basilian Fr. Volodymyr 
Koubetch as co-adjutor bishop of the Ukrainian Catholic eparchy of St. 
John the Baptist in Curitiba, Brazil. 

Pope John Paul П confirmed Fr. Koubetch’s appointment on Dec. 10, 
2003. 

During his speech at the ordination ceremony, Cardinal Husar expressed 
his satisfaction at the successful activities of Greek Catholics in Brazil. 
He stressed that Fr. Koubetch’s ordination 15 the third stage in the life of 


the UGCC in this соці, The first one, according to the cardinal, was 
when Ukrainians sta i¥t Brazil, the second took place over the 
last 25-30 years when рійвівбез and eparchies were created. Cardinal Husar 


added he was confiden#ijat beginning now the Greek Catholic communi- 
ties in Brazil will be figugishing even more. 


there to participate?” added || вСіМ Жертводавцям all donors 


Hafemann. 
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HAPPY EASTER! 


From all the staff and management at Heritage 
Frozen Foods Ltd. We wish you a Happy Easter 
full of good fun, good food, and good fortune. 


СНЕЕМО 


Canada's Favourite Perogy 


Heritage Frozen Foods Ltd. 


14515 124 Ave, Edmonton, АВ T5L 3B2 


www.cheemo.com 


Пластова станиця в Едмонтоні 
з нагоди Великодніх Свят 
вітає всіх Пластунів у світі, Українців Канади, 
діаспори та України та бажає всім 
кріпкого здоров'я, радости, та злагоди. 


ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС! 


Пласт 


Організація Української Молоді 
За дальшими інформаціями, дзвоніть на 


число тел. 429-5862 


Христос Воскрес! 
Радісних та здорових Великодніх 
Свят бажають 


Broda & Company 


Barristers & Solicitors 


lhor Broda 


13723-93 St., Edmonton, AB T5E 5V6 
Tel.: 456-9330 


Інститут ім. Петра Могили 


ДЖЕРЕЛО 
- ЛІТНЯ ШКОЛА :- 


Українська культурна та повна мовна програма 
кляси 9 - 12 


Липень 4 - Серпень 6, 2004 


Саскатун, Саскачеван, Канада 
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Джордж Сорос прибув до Києва 


Провладні ЗМІ намагалися створити в суспільстві негативну думку про цю людину 


Сергій Кисельов, Радіо Свобода 

29 березня в ач з приватним візитом приїхав 

відомий бізнесмен і філантроп Джордж Сорос. Як 

офіційно повідомлялося, мета візиту - знайомство 
з результатами програмної діяльності фонду "Від- 
родження", створеного Соросом 1989 року, та з 
досягненнями України в царині розвитку відкритого 
демократичного суспільства. І хоча під час перебу-- 
вання пана Сороса в Києві заплановано його зустрічі 
з Президентом України, її прем'єр-міністром та 
спікером парламенту, провладні ЗМІ досить 
критично попереджали громадян України про візит 
бізнесмена. Чим це було викликано? 

"Сорос усюди встигає, він усюди і всіх коментує, 
він всім дає оцінки. Хто він такий?! НУ, хто він такий 
- ми знаємо. Він - мародер. Звідки його мільярди, 
ми теж приблизно знаємо. Хто дав йому таке право, 
або він сам привласнив собі право влізати у все?!" 
Так за три дні до візиту Джорджа Сороса до Києва 
заявив посол Російської Федерації в Україні Віктор 
Чорномирдін. 

А лідер кримських комуністів народний депутат 
Леонід Грач на українському телеканалі "Інтер" по 
суті справи звинуватив Джорджа Сороса у фінан- 
суванні "оксамитової революції" в Грузії та її екстра-- 
поляції до України під назвою "каштанова peBo— 
люція". 

На запитання радіо "Свобода" про те, чому деякі 
політичні сили заходилися напередодні візиту Джор-- 
джа Сороса в Україну дискредитувати відомого 
філантропа, відповідає головний редактор газети 
"Кіевскій Телеграфь" Володимир Скачко. Стверд- 
жують, що це видання фінансує народний депутат 
Андрій Деркач, який належить до пропрезидентської 
фракції "Трудова Україна". Саме же пан Скачко 
першим почав вживати термін "грантоїди" щодо тих, 
хто діставав від того ж таки Сороса через міжна-- 
родний фонд "Відродження" гранти на наукову чи 


"Ну, по-перше, термін "грантоїдство" означає 
проїдання грантів не за призначенням. Якщо Сорос 
видає гроші на якісь суспільно-соціальні проблеми, 
то в нас наші приймачі грантів використовують їх 
для політичних спекуляцій, для особистого 
збагачення. Це перше. Друге. Сорос приїжджає в 
Україну, і в цьому нема нічого поганого. Погане 
тільки те, що влада і опозиція, опозиційні грантоїди, 
влаштували таке собі змагання: до кого він приїде і 
кому грошей більше дасть. Влада не хоче 
повторення грузинського варіанту грошима Сороса, 
а опозиція хоче під наступні вибори і під наступні 
спекуляції з приводу боротьби з антинародним 
режимом загарбати гроші собі. А Сорос приїжджає 
просто ще й перевірити. І цілком можливо, грантоїди 
заметушилися. Бо вже був прецедент, коли він 
приїхав і порозганяв тих гранітоїдів, які розпоряд-- 
жалися не за призначенням його грошима в Україні", 
зауважив Скачко. 

Як стверджує інтернет-видання "Українська прав-- 
да", диригентом антисоросівських публікацій та 
телерепортажів виступала Адміністрація Прези- 
дента України. За даними "Української правди", до 
провладних ЗМІ надходили так звані "аналітичні 
записки", які, буцімто, і є тими самими горезвісними 

темниками". 

Інтернет-видання наводить один із таких докумен-- 
тів від 23 березня цього року: 

"Сорос активно втручається у внутрішні справи 
іноземних держав, що призводить до трагічних нас-- 
лідків (сотні жертв в Югославії 2000 року, насиль-- 
ницька заміна існуючого ладу в Грузії 2003-2004 
років, що поставило країну на межу економічного 
краху та громадянської війни). Журналісти можуть 
висловити припущення про те, що Сорос намага- 
ється організувати зустрічі з вищим керівництвом 
України. Це можна трактувати як вищий ступінь 
непорядності. Сорос прагне зустрітися з тими, кого 


соціально-громадську роботу. 


"ЗАБАВИ, ТОВАРИСТВО ТА КУЛЬТУРНЕ ЗРОСТАННЯ" 


Скористайтесь зі знижки ПОПЕРЕДНЬОЇ РЕЄСТРАЦІЇ 
Складайте аплікації тепер: Знання української 
мови не обов'язкове для прийняття 

Аплікації складайте: 


MOHYLA INSTITUTE 

1240 Temperance St., Saskatoon, SK S7N OP1 
Tel: (306) 653-1944 « Fax: (306) 653-1902 
E-mail: mohyla@sasktel.net 


Мар'яна Драч, Радіо Свобода 
20-го березня, через кілька днів 
після візиту до Москви Президент 
Леонід Кучма вніс на розгляд Bep— 
ховної Ради угоду про співробіт-- 
ництво між Україною i Росією у 
використанні Азовсько-Керчен-- 
ської акваторії. Цей документ 


= BUDUCHNIST 
CREDIT UNION 


The Board, Committees and Staff of 
BUDUCHNIST CREDIT UNION 
extend warmest wishes for a Happy Easter! 


Head office: 2280 Bloor 51. W., Toronto, Ontario M6S 1Х9 (416) 763-6883 
www.buduchnist.com 
1-800-461-5941 


він намагається публічно дискредитувати! 


президенти двох держав підписали 
наприкінці грудня минулого року. 
В Росії лунають заклики не 
затягувати із ратифікацією. Про 
це заявив у понеділок керівник 
комітету Державної Думи Росії з 
питань оборони Віктор Заварзін. 
За його словами, цей договір має 
важливе значення для оборони 
Росії, бо забороняє військовим 
кораблям третіх держав заходити 
в Азово-Керченську акваторію 
без згоди України і Росії. 

В Україні документ уважно 
вивчав Ігор Осташ, голова тим-- 
часової комісії Верховної Ради, 
яка здійснює парламентський 
контроль за режимом державного 
кордону України в районі острова 
Коса Тузла. Крім цього, Ігор 
Осташ є заступником парламент-- 
ського комітету у закордонних 
справах, фракція "Наша Україна". 

На запитання радіо "Свобода", 
чи варто Верховній Раді ратифі- 
кувати угоду про спільне з Росією 
використання Азово-Керченської 
акваторії, Ігор Осташ відповів так: 
"Перш за все, наші інтереси поля- 
гають в тому, щоб у Керченській 
протоці і в Азовському морі був 
державний кордон України. Якщо 
буде проведено саме так, як зараз 
воно виглядає (тобто підтверд-- 
жено кордон у Керченській про- 
тоці i проведено посередині лінії 
в Азовському морі), то приблизно 
десь 2/3 повинно відійти до 
України. Ми повинні саме з цього 
виходити. 

Але, з іншого боку, росіяни Ma— 
ють дещо інші плани. Для них ду-- 
же важливо проголошення A30B— 
ського моря внутрішніми водами, 
а також спільне використання 
Керченської протоки i, що дуже 
важливо, неможливість заходу 
кораблів (особливо військових 
кораблів) третіх країн в Азовське 
море. 

Якоюсь мірою ми повинні розу-- 
міти, що угода про спільне BAKO— 
ристання акваторії Керченської 


Статус Тузли має бути визначений, вважає депутат 


протоки практично означає, що 
там не буде реального державного 
кордону. Тобто, практично вся 
Керченська протока буде міснем 
спільного використання України і 
Росії. 

Ясно, що в першу чергу це було 
мотивовано тим, що якоюсь 
мірою росіяни були не задоволені 
тим, що Керч-Єнікальський канал 
контролюється тільки українсь-- 
кою стороною, тобто керченсь- 
ким портом. Ця угода більше на 
сьогодні в інтересах саме Росії, а 
не України. 

І якщо говорити про доцільність 
ті ратифікації, то я переконаний, 
що треба розглядати в пакеті три 
речі. Тобто, остаточну лінію кор- 
дону, делімітацію кордону в A30B— 
ському морі. Це буде одна угода. 
Друга угода - це угода про спільне 
використання, яка зараз 
виноситься на ратифікацію. І тре- 
тій момент, що для нас є дуже 
важливо, - це остаточне підтверд-- 
ження того, що острів Тузла 
належить Україні. 

Тому, на мій погляд, ратифі- 
кувати окремо цю угоду, оче- 
видно, є недоцільно. 

Для нас є важливим і прин-- 
циповим той момент, що до цього 
часу практично російська сто-- 
рона, висунувши свої територі-- 
альні претензії, навіть устами 
своїх високопосадовців (міністра 
закордонних справ, міністра 
оборони), власне, на острів Тузла, 
до цього часу не підтвердила лінію 
кордону між Україною і Росією в 
Керченській протоці. 

На мій погляд, треба, щоб це 
прозвучало і при ратифікації цієї 
угоди". 

Отже, Ігор Осташ вважає, що 
Верховна Україна повинна CXBa— 
лювати договори про співробіт-- 
ництво між Україною i Росією в 
Азово-Керченській протоці лише 
у пакеті з іншими документами, 
які передовсім визначають лінію 


кордону. 
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Who knew what? The Lazarenko trial continues 


By Roman Kupchinsky 
(RFE/RL)—On March 25 and 26, 
the jury at the money-laundering 
trial of former Ukrainian Prime Min- 
ister Pavlo Lazarenko, which is be- 
ing held in the Federal Building in 
San Francisco, was given a heavy 
dose of often confusing testimony 
on how natural gas was bought and 
sold between Ukraine and Russia. 

The ponderous videotaped testi- 
mony was taken in Kyiv on May 30, 
2003 from Anatoliy Minchenko, 
former minister for industry, fuel, 
and energy during Lazarenko’s ten- 
ure as prime minister. It should be 
noted that any attempt to explain the 
inner workings of the gas sector in 
Ukraine and Russia in the mid-1990s 
to an American jury is a very daunt- 
ing task since even most Ukrainians 
or Russians do not understand the 
opaque deals which take place in this 
highly corrupt sector. 

Minchenko explained that in the 
mid-1990s, with hyperinflation ram- 
pant and money being worthless, 
most gas trade was conducted on a 
barter system and Ukraine piled up 
huge debts to Gazprom, the Russian 
gas monopoly. These debts were be- 
ing incurred by independent Ukrai- 
nian companies who had been given 
licenses by the Ukrainian State 
Committee for Oil and Gas to im- 
port and distribute gas in Ukraine. 
Gazprom was not being paid and 
threatened to cut off the gas supply. 
To control this dangerous situation, 

‘the Ukrainian side created a consor- 

tium of gas traders in order to nar- 
row the number of players in this 
sector and insure that Gazprom 
would be paid. The consortium, as 
a legal entity, was not chartered to 
buy gas, it was merely a clearing 
house of companies. One of the 
members of this consortium was 
Unified Energy Systems of Ukraine 
(EESU), then headed by Yuliya 
Tymoshenko, who is currently one 
of the leaders of the opposition in 
Ukraine. 

By 1996 the debt, along with late 
payment penalties, had risen to some 
$1.4 billion and Gazprom began de- 
manding that Ukraine provide guar- 
antees that the debt would be repaid 
and that this should be done with a 
prominent Westem bank. The Ukrai- 
nian delegation that went to Mos- 


cow to negotiate with Gazprom on 


the matter of payments knew that the 
Ukrainian government did not have 
the money to apply for the bank 


guarantees that Gazprom was insist- 
ing upon. The transcript states: 

“Question: So [then Gazprom 
head Rem] Vyakhirev wanted bank, 
prime bank guarantees, but you got 
him to accept sugar, vegetable oil, 
butter, pork, and beef instead? 

“Answer (Minchenko): Yes. The 
foodstuff.” 

Minchenko explained that the 
consortium had Ukrainian state 
guarantees for barter payments for 
2.5 billion cubic meters of gas 
monthly. The monthly needs of 
Ukzsaine were 7 billion cubic meters. 
But this guarantee was only in case 
Ukrainian commercial structures, 
members of the consortium, failed 
to pay Gazprom. In the transcript, 
Minchenko says: 

“Answer: The text of the guaran- 
tee, the supply of the goods under 
this guarantee starts after notifica- 
tion from Gazprom to the Cabinet 
of Ministers of Ukraine on the 15th 
day of the following month about 
the debt of wholesale buyer, and are 
carried out within 30 days from the 
indicated day. 

“Question: And if you look at the 
sentence right above that one, can 
you explain that provision? 

“Answer: In case any of the 
wholesale buyers carry — has debts 
— has debts under the contracts 
specified above, and the amount of 
debt is 40 percent or more of the 
overall amount of supplies to any 
one of them, the Ukrainian govern- 
ment pays off the debt with the 
goods in accordance with the no- 
menclature agreed with Gazprom.” 

Minchenko was then shown a 
document and asked if he had seen 
it earlier. He replied that yes, he saw 
it, but since it was an internal memo 
of UkNaftoGasProm, then the state 
gas company, and not from his min- 
istry, he did not bother to read it 
carefully. 

The document describes how the 
consortium, as a legal entity, was 
now actively trading gas. When 
asked how this came to be, the 
former minister for fuels and energy 
replied that he did not know. 

Afterwards, according to the tran- 


script of the deposition, Minchenko 
was asked: 

“Question (Martha Boersch, the 
U.S. prosecutor): And when you 
worked for the government were 
you aware that in 1997, $13 million 
was paid by [EESU] to accounts 
controlled by Mr. Lazarenko in the 
United States? 

“(Harold] Rosenthal [a former 
member of the Lazarenko defense 
team]: Objection. Argumentative. It 
assumes facts not in evidence. 

“Answer (Minchenko): Why? 
Certainly not. I didn’t know this. 

“Question: Were you aware that 
in 1996, approximately $84 million 
was paid into accounts controlled by 
Mr. Lazarenko and a man named Pe- 
ter Kiritchenko [Petro Kirichenko] 
by Somolli Enterprises. [Somolli 
Enterprises is described in 
Lazarenko?s indictment as an off- 
shore company controlled by Yuliya 
Tymoshenko. ]. 

“Rosenthal: Now, this is just sheer 
argument. 

“The interpreter: By whom? 
Sorry. I didn’t get the name. 

“Boersch: Somolli Enterprises. 

“Answer: Well, I never knew this. 
And I don’t know this today. I have 
no idea. I have no idea about these 
things.” 

On March 26, Interfax-Ukraine 
reported that Tymoshenko stated 
that she would not attend the trial in 
San Francisco as a witness giving 
as her reason her busy schedule in 
Kyiv. She added that she had given 
testimony already in Kyiv that she 
believed in Lazarenko’s innocence. 

After the deposition of 
Minchenko, Harold Rosenthal was 
visibly angry at the behavior of Oleh 
Ukrainets, an investigator from the 
Prosecutor-General’s Office in 
Ukraine, during the interrogation of 
an earlier witness, Volodymyr 
Karpovtsev, a functionary of the 
Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine. 

According to the transcript of that 
deposition on May 30, Rosenthal 
said 

“There were at least 55 other 
questions that we had to ask of him 
— and I can go through those in a 
second — but the most — one of 
the — the troubling aspect of it, 
though, was the fact that Mr. 
Ukrainets, again, and the record will 


speak for itself, made statements that 
in my estimation encouraged Mr. 
Karpovtsev in his noncooperation, 
including the statement that he could 
walk out at any time that he wanted 
to, that he didn’t have to answer any 
questions, which was first intro- 
duced into the mix by Mr. 
Ukrainets.” 

The prosecution in turn reminded 
Rosenthal that he had numerous oc- 
casions to cross-examine Кагроу- 
tsev. Кагроуїзеу later appeared in 
person in San Francisco to testify, 
at which time he said that he was 


pressured by his superior in the 
Cabinet of Ministers, who in turn 
was being pressured by Lazarenko, 
to endorse an inflated payment chit 
for six homes purchased by the 
Cabinet of Ministers from GHP Cor- 
poration, a company controlled by 
Petro Kirichenko, then Lazarenko’s 
partner. The purchase price on the 
inflated voucher was $1.4 million, 
while the actual price of the homes 
was $542,763. The difference, 
$889,749, according to the indict- 
ment, was split, with half going to 
an account controlled by Lazarenko. 


Osvita in Ukraine 


Obtain credits in Ukrainian 10, 20 or 30 in our three week 
Ukrainian Immersion Program and then travel to Ukraine for 
two weeks of educational travel. We are still accepting regis- 
trations for the summer that you'll never forget. For more in- 
formation or to register online, visit our website at 
www.stjohnsinstitute.com <http://www.stiohnsinstitute.com/> 
or contact Amanda Shuya at (780) 439-2320 or email 


ashuya@stiohnsinstitute.com. 


St. John’s Institute 
11024-82 Avenue 
Edmonton, AB 
T6G OT2 


"Happy Easter 


to all members of our 
Ukrainian community.” 


Gene 


Бажаю шасливого 


Великодня всім членам 
нашої української громади. 


Христос Воскрес! 


Cb 


Honourable Gene Zwozdesky, 
Minister of Community Development 


MLA, Edmonton Mill Creek 


Tel.: 415-4540 


Lazarenko ‘protected’ money from president MTS Gckjxec! 


By Roman Kupchinsky 

(RFE/RL)—The second week of the landmark 
money-laundering trial in a U.S. court of former Ukrai- 
nian Prime Minister Pavlo Lazarenko got under way 
in San Francisco on March 22 with testimony from a 
Geneva bank officer who claims Lazarenko requested 
an $85 million bank wire to protect the funds from 
Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma. 

Lazarenko is charged with using U.S. banks to laun- 
der at least US$114 million stolen from Ukraine, but 
he insists the proceeds were earned legally and that he 
is being persecuted for having mounted a political chal- 
lenge to Kuchma’s presidency ahead of a 1999 elec- 
tion. 

Andre Walkowicz was the bank officer at Credit 
Suisse who handled the accounts of Lazarenko and his 
business partner, Petro Kirichenko. In a videotaped 
deposition, Walkowicz claimed Lazarenko was will- 
ing to pay substantial penalties in the late summer of 
1998 for early withdrawal in order to rush the $85 mil- 
lion to an offshore account in Guernsey in the British 
Channel Islands. In a private conversation the same day, 
Lazarenko told Walkowicz that he was taking the un- 
usual step to protect his money from the Ukrainian 
president, whom he accused of seeking to punish him 
for his political temerity. 

Walkowicz was asked whether Credit Suisse took 
steps to conduct due diligence on the source of the 
money in Lazarenko’s and Kirichenko’s accounts, and 
what level of management made the decision to deal 
with those two clients. Walkowicz replied that such 
decisions were made at the highest levels of the bank, 
for only they had access to reliable information about 
such funds. In order for Lazarenko and Kirichenko to 


open accounts, Walkowicz testified, they needed se- 
nior approval at Credit Suisse, which has been accused 
by critics of failing to safeguard sufficiently against 
illegal transactions. 

Swiss banks have long been accused of lax efforts to 
combat illegal transactions. Anonymous coded or num- 
bered accounts present major hurdles to law-enforce- 
ment agents trying to combat the laundering of ill-got- 
ten funds, particularly funds flowing out of 
postcommunist Europe and Russia. The Kremlin prop- 
erty manager under President Boris Yeltsin in the early 
1990s, Pavel Borodin, was accused of using Swiss ac- 
counts to launder some $30 million in illicit proceeds 
in connection with the Mabetex Kremlin-reconstruc- 
tion scandal. Borodin was found guilty by a Swiss court 
and ordered to pay a fine of $700,000, but refused to 
comply with that order. Swiss police confiscated 
$743,000 from the Swiss account of Russian State 
Duma Deputy and singer Josef Kobzon late last year, 
insisting that those funds stemmed from illegal activi- 
ties. 

In his deposition, Walkowicz said another customer 
of his bank was Konstantyn Hryhoryshyn, a prominent 
Ukrainian businessman living in Russia who presented 
himself as a “partner of Lazarenko.” Hryhoryshyn is 
also regarded as a business partner of Viktor 
Medvedchuk, the head of President Kuchma’s admin- 
istration, and oligarch Hryhoriy Surkis, who is also 
among the leaders of the Ukrainian Social Democratic 
Party. Hryhoryshyn was briefly held in Kyiv last year 
on gun- and narcotics-possession charges. Hryhoryshyn 
said the charges were trumped up and that the real rea- 
son for his arrest was his refusal to provide money to 
Medvedchuk for political campaigns. 


"WORKING FOR MULTICULTURALISM" 


The Ukrainian Resource and Development Centre (URDC) at 
Grant MacEwan College is an endowed centre which fosters 
innovation, leadership and education. 


URDC is Canada's only Ukrainian Centre within a community 
college setting. In co-operation with community organizations, 
external agencies, post-secondary institutions and government, 
URDC develops and co-ordinates major cultural and educational 


projects and multicultural programming within the national and 
international Ukrainian community. 


In addition to publishing a newsletter, URDC administers an 
awards program annually, in several different categories. 


For further information, or to receive URDC's newsletter, contact: 


Ukrainian Resource and Development Centre 


Grant MacEwan College 


Box 1796, Edmonton, Alberta T5J 2P2 
Tel: (780) 497-4374; Fax: (780) 497-4377 


Email: admin@urdc.com 


ma Grant 
MacEwan 
College 


«Допомагаймо 
Нашій Громаді» 
"Looking after 
Community's needs" 


To fully understand the Josef Furman case — and all the 
denaturalization and deportation cases that use the civil court’s 
revocation of citizenship process instead of the criminal jus- 
tice system — one first has to realize that this has nothing to 
do with bringing “Nazi war criminals” to justice. 

It does, however, have everything to do with an abuse of 
the civil liberties of naturalized Canadians, denying them the 
sort of legal safeguards that even serial killers get. 

Furman is not being charged with any war crimes. Nowhere 
in the statement of claim issued against him is there any ref- 
erence to any specific crime that he individually committed. 

The case against him is based totally on guilt by associa- 
tion — namely that he served as a member of the Trawniki 
guard, and therefore might have participated in such-and-such 
an act. Such an accusation would be thrown out of any crimi- 
nal court. 

Furman denies that he was with the Trawniki guard, but 
since this issue has been raised, it should be noted that it was 
from among barely surviving Soviet prisoners of war that the 
Germans conscripted men to Trawniki. Since the Nazis con- 
sidered Russians and other Slavs to be “subhuman,”’ condi- 
tions for Soviet PoWs were appalling. By early 1942, 60 per 
cent of them had died of starvation. The Encyclopedia of the 
Holocaust (published in Tel Aviv in 1995) states that Russian 
PoWs were forced into service and had no choice as to as- 
signments. They were treated with exceeding brutality by their 
German officers. Those who tried to desert were executed, 
and their families punished. 

During the Warsaw Ghetto uprising, the Trawniki men were 
not deployed inside the ghetto, but were instead used for ex- 
ternal security. A Trawniki man could have spent his time in 
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р & р —a legal sham designed to score points 


Editorial 
Warsaw guarding a railroad bridge or railroad cars. 

The claim that Furman was a member of the SS is invalid. 
Non-Germans were only allowed into Waffen SS (battle) units. 

Moreover, between 1972 and 1976, the commander of the 
Trawniki guards, Karl Streibel, and five of his German staff 
members were tried for war crimes and the persecution of 
Jews. After years of litigation and 35,000 pages of transcripts, 
they were cleared on all counts. If the commander of the unit 
is innocent of war crimes, how then can a lowly PoW con- 
script stand accused? 

Whatever evidence the Canadian government is likely to 
use against Furman as to his alleged service as an auxiliary 
guard will most likely come from an agency well known for 
its own crimes against humanity — the former Soviet KGB. 

Upon announcing the launch of the D&D policy in a Janu- 
ary 1995 news release, the government stated that a major 
step forward in its investigations was an agreement that gave 
it access to KGB files. One might well wonder what the gov- 
ernment of Canada is doing when it uses KGB files as evi- 
dence. So did the judges in three cases, when they threw out 
government evidence for that very reason. 

But the government is under no obligation to prove Furman 
committed any criminal act — only that on a balance of prob- 
abilities, he lied upon coming to Canada — not the guilty 
“beyond a reasonable doubt standard required in a criminal 
court proceedings. 

Balance of probabilities simply means 51 per cent on one 


side versus 49 on the other. The final decision on the revoca- 
tion of a person’s citizenship rests with a committee of cabi- 
net, which makes the government both prosecutor and court 
of last appeal. 

Since there is no judicial appeal process, no precedents can 
be established. Judges have ruled both for and against re- 
spondents in similar cases, so the whole system amounts to a 
judicial lottery where the victim’s fate depends upon which- 
ever judge he gets. 

In the case of one Trawniki guard, Wasyl Odynsky, Justice 
Andrew MacKay found that his service was involuntary and 
that there was no evidence that he participated in the mis- 
treatment of any prisoner anywhere at any time. Neverthe- 
less, he ruled, despite the lack of documentary evidence (all 
the immigration files from that period have been destroyed 
by the Canadian government), that on a balance of probabili- 
ties Odynsky lied upon coming to Canada. 

Yes, do bring war criminals — all war criminals, not just 
Nazi ones — to justice. But do so under due process of law 
and not some backdoor policy which amounts to nothing but 
a legal sham designed to score points in this so-called “hunt 
for Nazi war criminals”. 


(Ed. Note: This issue's editorial originally appeared in The 
Edmonton Journal of March 20, 2004 as part of a debate 
entitled: “To deport? Or not?: Edmonton man suspected of 
being a Nazi war criminal. Yes ... or No” ; which took up that 
day’s entire “Insight” page. This article, arguing "Мо", was 
written by Ukrainian News Editor Marco Levytsky. The “Yes” 
side was represented by David Matas, senior honorary coun- 
sel to the League for Human Rights of B'nai Brith Canada.) 


Ukraine’s bigwigs hate the Diaspora 


A worrying sign is the 
return to Soviet-era 
ideological views 


of the Diaspora 
By Taras Kuzio, 
Kyiv Post, March 25, 2004 

Andrey Slivka set the cat among 
the pigeons in his (Kyiv Post) Feb. 
18 opinion piece “How the Diaspora 
can be effective: some quick notes.” 
The article elicited both positive and 
negative reactions from the Ukrai- 
nian Diaspora. 

Slivka had little positive to say 
about Ukrainian Diaspora attitudes 
towards Ukraine. Indeed, I would 
agree that some in the Diaspora have 


little understanding of developments 
in Ukraine, and often see it through 
western Ukrainian eyes. This, 
though, does not mean that they do 
not care about the country. 

One could also look at it the other 
way. How do the Ukrainian authori- 
ties look at the Diaspora? The an- 
swer is: in a way similar to the way 
they did during the Soviet era. The 
Ukrainian pro-presidential forces do 
not respect the Diaspora. If anything 
they are both scared of and despise 
it. 

We should not be surprised to 
learn this. After all, Leonid 
Kravchuk used to regularly attack 
the Diaspora when he was the ideo- 
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logical secretary of the Communist 
Party of Ukraine in the 1980s. 
Meanwhile, both Kravchuk and Le- 
onid Kuchma rose up the Commu- 
nist Party ladder during Volodymyr 
Shcherbytsky’s era in the 1970s, 
which saw the most vicious attacks 
on the Ukrainian language and dis- 
sidents. 

A worrying sign is the return to 
Soviet-era ideological views of the 
Diaspora, a return that has mani- 
fested itself in two ways. 


First, as in the Soviet era, the cen- 


tre-right opposition are increasingly 
attacked as “nationalists” and “Na- 
zis.” This is especially prevalent in 
media affiliated with the Social 
Democratic Party of Ukraine 
(united) and directed predominantly 
against the “Nashists” (a play on 
“Nasha Ukraina”, the Ukrainian 
name for Our Ukraine), a word 
which resembles “Nazis.” As in the 
Soviet era, “Nashists” are labelled 
“anti-semitic,”’ “anti-Russian” rabid 
western Ukrainian nationalists who 
will seek to incite inter-ethnic con- 
flict if they come to power. As 
Kravchuk is the head of the 
SDPU(u) faction in parliament, he 
cannot escape some responsibility 
for this trend. 

The irony is, of course, that Viktor 
Medvedchuk is from Zhytomyr 
oblast in central Ukraine, and that 
his family was deported to Siberia 
in 1944 because his father was al- 
legedly a member of the Organiza- 
tion of Ukrainian Nationalists (a re- 
cently published biography gave his 
father a different occupation during 
World War II). Viktor Yushchenko 
is from eastern Ukraine. His father 
was in the Soviet army and, after 
being captured, was incarcerated in 
Auschwitz. As in the Soviet era, 
Ukraine’s “virtual reality” is usually 
different from what is publicly 
stated. 

Second, there’s been a return to 
viewing the Diaspora as “agents of 
influence.” Secret documents from 
the State Security Services defector, 


General Valery Kravchenko, 
brought back to Ukraine by Our 
Ukraine deputy Mykola Tomenko, 
give us a good insight into how the 
SDPU(u) and the Presidential Ad- 
ministration (both led by Viktor 
Medvedchuk) have returned to 
Tovarystvo Ukrainy ideology and 
tactics. In the Soviet era, Tovarystvo 
Ukrainy was the arm of the KGB 
that sought to discredit “bourgeois 
nationalist” emigres while support- 
ing “progressive” Ukrainian emi- 
gres. 

The SBU documents ordered 
Kravchenko to “activate work 
among the Ukrainian Diaspora with 
the aim of obtaining the necessary 
information in the interests of en- 
suring the security of our country 
within the context of the preparation 
of political reform and the presiden- 
tial elections.” Not only does this 
greatly exaggerate the influence of 
the Diaspora, but it assumes some- 
how that it is sympathetic to politi- 
cal developments in Ukraine. Both 
are false assumptions. 

Another tactic was introduced a 
year ago and comes straight out of 
George Orwell. The information de- 
partment of the Presidential Admin- 
istration, whose head Serhy 
Vasylyev should be given the high- 
est state order for single handedly 
ruining what little was left of 
Ukraine’s international reputation, 
began sending to Diaspora newspa- 
pers missives entitled “Dobri 
Novyny z Ukrainy” (Good News 
From Ukraine). 

The editors I have spoken to found 
the texts so amusing they ignored 
them. 

Slivka is impatient with the Ukrai- 
nian Diaspora’s view of certain de- 
velopments in Ukraine. 

To some extent, he has a point. 
Ukraine has not turned out the way 
most members of the Diaspora ex- 
pected. One increasingly hears the 
view that Ukrainians living in 
Ukraine are not the same as those 
born in the West. I would tend to 


agree, as our political cultures are 
different: one is neo-Soviet and the 
other Western. 

There were already problems evi- 
dent in this area in the late Soviet 
era. Visits by family members to 


Ukraine from 1989 onwards usually | 


ended up being unpleasant. Fift 
years of Soviet rule created a huge 
gulf between the groups. I witnessed 
that myself when my father met his 
brother and sister for the first time 
in 1989, after nearly half a century 
apart. 

Slivka, though, is wrong in one 
important respect. Diaspora negativ- 
ity about Ukraine is not unique to 
it. Regular surveys of native Ukrai- 
nians show that three quarters of 
them feel there is a need for a 
“change in the country’s course,” 
and the authorities are rated nega- 
tively in a whole range of areas by 
60 to 80 percent of those polled. 

Ukrainian Diaspora disillusion- 
ment with Ukraine under Kuchma 
is not only a reflection of romantic 
nostalgia; it also reflects the preva- 
lent view held by the Western world. 
Kuchma’s international (i.e. West- 
em) image is so low that it will be 
impossible to improve before he 
leaves office. Western government 
leaders and international organiza- 
tions no longer believe statements 
by Kuchma and his allies. The out- 
come of this is that Ukraine is not 
treated as a serious country. 

This lack of trust in Kuchma and 
his allies is reflected in “Ukraine fa- 
tigue” in the West. President 
Kuchma and his allies are seen as 
embodying a neo-Soviet political 
culture. This confirms the already 
deeply held stereotypes in the EU 
and elsewhere that Ukraine is not a 
“European” country (the fact that it 
is geographically inside Europe, as 
Ukrainians point out, is irrelevant). 
Dr. Taras Kuzio is Resident Fellow, 
Centre for Russian and East Euro- 
pean Studies and Adjunct Professor, 
Department of Political Science, 
University of Toronto. 
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UWC issues statement 
on slave trafficking 


The Ukrainian World Congress (UWC), established 
in 1967, is a global organization representing Ukrai- 
nian communities outside Ukraine with affiliates in 
some thirty countries, including Argentina, Armenia, 
Australia, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, Czech Republic, 
Estonia, France, Georgia, Germany, Greece, Hungary, 
Kazakhstan, Lithuania, Latvia, Moldova, Poland, Ro- 
mania, Russian Federation, Serbia and Montenegro, 
Switzerland, United Kingdom, United States, 
Uzbekistan as well as associates in Austria, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Italy, Portugal, 
Slovakia, Spain, Portugal. In 2003 the UWC was reg- 
istered as a NGO in consultative status with ECOSOC. 
Over the course of recent months the UWC has fol- 
lowed closely the activities of relevant United Nations 
bodies, regional and global governmental institutions 
and non-governmental organizations on issues of con- 
сет. 

In this regard, the international slave trade is among 
the most acute global issues confronting Ukrainians. 
The profound impact of the slave trade on Ukrainians 
is confirmed by Oleksandr Dolzhenkov, Deputy Rec- 
tor for Scholarly Research at the Institute of Law of 
the Odesa University, who recently reported that “more 
than 400,000 Ukrainian women are currently being held 
abroad in sex slavery”. On its part, the International 
Organization for Migration (IOM) put the figure at 
500,000 Ukrainian women being trafficked to the West. 
Other researchers have confirmed that the number of 
Ukrainian women and girls who are victims of the slave 
trade is staggering. A report on “Trafficking in Women 
from Ukraine” prepared by Donna M. Hughes of the 
University of Rhode Island and Tatyana Denisova of 
Zaporizhia State University states: “From 1995 to 2000, 
approximately 400,000 women under the age of 30 left 
Ukraine. “Trafficking of women and children for sexual 
exploitation is a serious problem in Ukraine affecting 
100,000’s of victims and their families.” 

Та his investigative study “The Natashas: The New 
Global Sex Trade”, published by Viking Canada, Ca- 
nadian journalist, Victor Malarek exposes the new in- 
ternational crime networks that run the slave trade in- 
dustry in the countries of the former Soviet Union, sell- 
ing and buying women and girls from Ukraine and other 
countries in the region. Malarek underscores the need 
for additional attention by the international commu- 
nity to their plight: “Over the past three decades the 
world has witnessed four distinct waves of trafficking 
for sexual exploitation. This latest traffic from Eastern 
and Central Europe has been dubbed ‘the Fourth Wave’, 
and the speed and proportion are truly staggering. Just 
a decade ago, these women didn_t even register on the 
radar screen. Today, they represent more than 25 per- 
cent of the (slave) trade.” 

According to these studies, Ukraine is one of the larg- 
est sources for slave traders: 

» Ukrainian women are the largest group trafficked 
in Turkey; 

¢ Ukrainian women are the second largest group out- 
side U.S. military bases in Korea; 

¢ Women from CIS countries comprise 70 per cent 
of trafficking in Israel; 

¢ Ukrainian women constitute the largest foreign 
group trafficked in the Netherlands; 

70 percent of Ukrainian women in Poland were traf- 
ficked; 

¢ Women from Central, East Europe and CIS coun- 
tries constitute 80 percent of trafficking in Germany. 

Other large markets for the slave trade in Ukrainians 
include: Greece, Cyprus, Italy, Spain, Yugoslavia, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Hungary, Czech Republic, 
Croatia, United Arab Emirates, Syria, China, Canada 
and Japan. 

This relatively new and huge dimension of the inter- 
national slave trade should be accorded the requisite 

attention and resources by the international commu- 
nity. Clearly, existing relevant United Nations Conven- 
tions constitute formidable international instruments in- 
cluding, the 1949 United Nations Convention for the 
Suppression of the Traffic in Persons and the Exploita- 
tion of the Prostitution of Others and the United Na- 
tions Convention Against Transnational Organized 
Crime, including the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress, and 
Punish the Trafficking of Persons, Especially Women 


“More than 400,000 Ukrainian 
women are currently being 


held abroad in sex slavery.” 


Oleksandr Dolzhenkov, 
Deputy Rector for Scholarly Research, 
Institute of Law, Odesa University 


ee ee о 
and Children. It is appropriate that the Protocol on Traf- 
ficking is within the context of the Convention Against 
Transnational Organized Crime as the international 
slave trade is a highly organized criminal industry, that 
generates over 20 billion dollars US and that recog- 
nizes neither national boundaries or norms. The UWC 
looks forward to and will work towards the early rati- 
fication of the Protocol on Trafficking by the govern- 
ments that have as yet not done so. Equally important 
are international instruments on the protection of chil- 
dren including the prevention of trafficking in children 
promulgated by the ILO and UNICEF. Indeed, an 
alarming proportion of the slave trade in Ukrainians is 
of girls under the age of 18 with a significant number 
as young as 12 and 13 years old. 

In this regard as well, the UWC welcomes the recent 
statement by the NATO ambassadors of the United 
States and Norway who pledged to promote a NATO- 
wide policy to coordinate the efforts of the 46 coun- 
tries in the alliance’s Euro-Atlantic Partnership Coun- 
cil io, inter alia, pursue evidence of trafficking in per- 
sons and help host countries to investigate human traf- 
ficking, to prohibit military personnel and civilian ser- 
vice contract employee participation in activities that 
support or promote human trafficking and impose pen- 
alties on contractors who fail to monitor their employ- 
ees’ conduct. Similarly, the European Union and other 
regional governmental entities have professed their de- 
termination to fight the crime of human trafficking. 
However, for all of the legislation and professions of 
indignation and solemn commitments to fight traffick- 
ing, they have not stemmed the growth in size and scope 
of the slave trade industry. 

The UWC recently established a Taskforce on the 
trafficking of children, women and men. The Taskforce 
will coordinate the activities of member organizations 
of the UWC worldwide. In this, we look forward to 
close collaboration with relevant bodies of the United 
Nations and other international and regional organiza- 
tions, NGOs and government agencies. The UWC 
shares the view of virtually all NGOs engaged in ex- 
posing and combating this scourge: trafficking is a mod- 
em-day form of slavery and a grave violation of hu- 
man rights. We further agree that the international com- 
munity must do more, much more meaningful, tangible 
work. To this end, we call on the United Nations sys- 
tem and governments to: 

e Marshal the political will to combat trafficking; 

¢ Undertake prevention and awareness campaigns; 

» Encourage and support the activities of non-gov- 
егатепіа! organizations; 

» Promulgate national legislation to punish traffick- 
ers and their facilitators; 

¢ Prioritize law enforcement efforts to arrest and con- 
vict traffickers; 

¢ Provide humanitarian services to victims and as- 
sist in their reintegration into society; 

¢ Ratify and implement the UN Convention Against 
Transnational Organized Crime, including the Proto- 
col to Prevent, Suppress, and Punish the Trafficking of 
Persons, Especially Women and Children; 

¢ Develop international, regional and bilateral соор- 
eration with countries of origin, transit and destination; 

* Accord special focus on the new front for traffick- 
ers in Central and East Europe. 

The Ukrainian World Congress stands ready to join 
in the struggle against trafficking, to defeat those who 
engage in the slave trade, and to rescue, save and reha- 
bilitate the victims. 

March 8, 2004. 

The above was submitted to the Forty-eighth session 
of the United Nations’ Commission on the Status of 
Women, held at the UN Headquarters in New York City, 
March 1-12, 2004. 


Will proportional ; 
election law clear 
the way for 
constitutional reform? 


By Jan Maksymiuk 

(RFE/RL)—The Verkhovna Rada voted 255 to four on March 25 to 
pass a bill prescribing parliamentary elections under a fully proportional 
party-list system. The bill was backed by lawmakers from the pro-gov- 
ernment coalition, the Communist Party, and the Socialist Party. Our 
Ukraine and the Yuliya Tymoshenko Bloc did not take part in the vote. 

Ukrainian media reported that there were 305 deputies registered in the 
session hall but did not clarify how the remaining 46 of them behaved 
during the vote, that is, either they abstained from the vote or refused to 
vote at all or, as some reports suggested, failed to vote because of a mal- 
function of the electronic voting system in the Verkhovna Rada. This piece 
of information could be of great interest, since the adoption of a propor- 
tional-eiection law is widely seen as the removal of the last obstacle — at 
least for the Socialist Party and the Communist Party — on the path to- 
ward the final promulgation of the constitutional reforms that are being 
pushed by the pro-presidential camp in Ukraine. 

The adoption of bill No. 4105, which provides for major constitutional 
amendments shifting the balance of power in Ukraine from the presidency 
toward the prime minister and parliament, requires at least 300 votes. Sum- 
ming up the votes controlled by the pro-government coalition (officially, 
234 deputies), the Communist Party (59), and the Socialist Party (20), we 
obtain a total of 313 votes. In other words, the pro-government coalition, 
along with the Communists and the Socialists, in theory have enough votes 
to pass the constitutional reforms without any difficulty. 

Why the support for the proportional-election bill — a sort of “rehearsal 
vote” before the upcoming vote on the constitutional-reform bill — was 
well below 300 votes is quite intriguing. One of the most plausible expla- 
nations is that a considerable number of pro-government deputies, who 
were elected to the Verkhovna Rada in 2002 under a first-past-the-post 
system, do not actually like the idea of fully proportional parliamentary 
elections, fearing that they may not be re-elected in 2006 under the new 
election law. These deputies, some Ukrainian observers argue, refused to 
vote on March 25 and are potentially likely to create a nasty surprise for 
the pro-government coalition by refusing to vote on the constitutional- 
reform bill, just out of their opposition against the pressure that is report- 
edly being applied on them by the presidential administration to make 
them support the reform devised by presidential administration chief Viktor 
Medvedchuk. 

It is not clear when the voting on the constitutional-reform bill will take 
place. Verkhovna Rada speaker Volodymyr Lytvyn predicted that the con- 
stitutional-reform bill will be passed in its final reading in early April. 
Meanwhile, lawmaker Oleksandr Volkov, formerly a close associate of 
President Leonid Kuchma, said the constitutional-reform bill will be 
adopted no earlier than in mid-May. Volkov asserted that promoters of the 
reform are facing “a lot of work” to persuade deputies elected under the 
first-past-the-post system to adopt a fully proportional election law. Since 
the proportional-election bill has already been passed and needs only to 
be signed by President Kuchma to start the final phase of parliamentary 
maneuvers around the constitutional reforms, Lytvyn seems to be closer 
to the truth than Volkov. 

If signed by the president, the bill will take effect on Oct. 1, 2005, that 
is, six months before the next regular parliamentary election. The bill stipu- 
lates that Ukrainians will vote in 2006 in 225 constituencies for party 
lists, not for individual candidates. Other innovations in the parliamentary 
election system include lowering the current 4 percent voting threshold 
for parliamentary representation to 3 percent, lengthening the election 
campaign from 90 to 120 days, increasing the amount of the deposit that a 
party must submit before an election from 255,000 hryvnias (US$48,000) 
to 512,500 hryvnias, and mandating the use of transparent ballot boxes. 

Also, the bill bans representatives of nongovernmental organizations 
from monitoring the electoral process at polling stations and during the 
vote count. The votes given for the parties that will fail to clear the 3 
percent threshold will be completely wasted. The bill stipulates that only 
the votes given for the parties that exceeded the 3 percent threshold will 
be taken into account during the distribution of parliamentary mandates 
— these votes divided by 450 (the number of seats in the Verkhovna Rada) 
will determine how much votes a party will require to obtain one man- 
date. 

Many Ukrainian observers believe — echoing Socialist Party leader 
Oleksandr Moroz — that the adoption of the fully proportional election 
bill is a historic step on Ukraine’s path toward a more democratic state. 
The bill, they assert, will contribute to building a viable party system con- 
sisting of only several potent parties and eliminating the “administrative 
resource” in elections — that is, the use of illegal administrative leverage 
in campaigning for a parliamentary seat, which was reportedly widespread 
in former elections with regard to mandates contested under the first-past- 
the-post system. It is noteworthy that a proportional election system was 
formerly also advocated by Our Ukraine and the Yuliya Tymoshenko Bloc, 
which seem to have lost interest in it after President Kuchma launched a 
constitutional reform last year and made the adoption of an all-propor- 
tional election law a carrot offered to the Communists and the Socialists 
to muster their support for the reform. 


З радісним днем Христового Воскресення бажаємо 
всім нашим клієнтам, працівникам та цілому 
українському суспільству веселих Свят. 
ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС! 
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Річниця ІГракської війни 
Україна залишається вірною коаліції 


Марія Щур, Радіо Свобода 

Річниця інтервенції до Іраку міжнародної коаліції 
під проводом США та нещодавні вибухи в Мадриді 
привернули більшу увагу в Україні як до проблем 
самого Іраку, так і до тероризму як такого. Протягом 
вихідних Києвом пройшли антивоєнні демонстрації 
3 числа прихильників лівої ідеології і навіть прем'єр- 
міністр Віктор Янукович висловив своє занепо- 
коєння присутністю українських військових в Іраку. 
Та дії інших представників влади свідчать про те, 
що стурбованість прем'єра носить, найімовірніше, 
передвиборчий характер, бо пропозицію лівих про 
виведення українського контингенту з Іраку про- 
урядові фракції не підтримали. Президент України 
Леонід Кучма доручив уряду підвищити зарплату 
українським миротворцям в Іраку. А міністр обо- 
рони Євген Марчук, хоч і визнав, що Україна нара- 
жається на більшу небезпеку з огляду на свою 
участь у коаліції, але вважає, що виводити миро- 
творців з Граку не потрібно. 

Після Мадридського теракту європейські учас-- 
ники коаліції в Граку почали замислюватись над тим, 
чи варто і далі залишати своє військо в цій країні і 
тим самим наражати свої країни на небезпеку Tepo— 
ристичних нападів. Найчіткіше про свій намір заявив 
новий прем'єр-міністр Іспанії Хосе Луїс Родрігес 
Сапатеро, який, на думку експертів, і виграв вибори 
завдяки обіцянці вивести іспанських військових з 
Іраку. Тим часом польське керівництво заявило, що 
польський контингент залишиться в Іраку, хоча 
поляки тепер сумніваються, що лідери коаліції США 
та Велика Британія сказали їм правду про наявність 
зброї масового знищення в Іраку. З такою заявою 
виступив президент Польщі Александр Кваснєв- 
ський. А голова зовнішньої розвідки Польщі вважає, 
що після Мадрида наступною ціллю терористів 
може бути Польща. 


Міжнародні експерти з тероризму не мають спіль- 
ної думки щодо того, чи дійсно участь в анти- 
іракській коаліції збільшує небезпеку терорис- 
тичних нападів. Аналітик американської дослід- 
ницької компанії “RAND Corporation” Кевін 
О"Брайн вважає, що вибухи в Іспанії довели лише 
те, що метою терористів є дестабілізація впливових 
західних держав, і хоча б з огляду на це Україна є у 
відносній безпеці. «Групи, такі, як "Аль Кайда" та 
інші, зацікавлені у тому, щоб дестабілізувати західні 
демократичні держави, і вони використовують Ірак 
лише як нагоду. Потрібно пам'ятати, що войовничі 
ісламісти хотіли падіння світського режиму в Іраку 
не менше, ніж Захід хотів позбавитися скорум- 
пованої диктатури. Тож, на мою думку, йдеться про 
звичайний опортунізм», говорить О"'Брайн. 

Український політолог, викладач Києво-Могилян- 
ської Академії Євген Федченко у зв'язку з Іраком 
також говорить про опортунізм, але не ісламських 
екстремістів, а української влади. «Ми повинні зга-- 
дати, що коли ухвалювалося рішення про введення 
українського контингенту до Іраку, воно було 
певною мірою продиктоване виключно міркуван- 
нями внутрішньої політики для відновлення діалогу 
зі Сполученими Штатами». 

Але якщо говорити про дійсну небезпеку, то, на 
думку київського політолога, виведення українських 
військових з Граку для світу та України цю небезпеку 
тільки збільшило б. «Можна було дискутувати про 
те, чи вводити війська до Іраку, чи ні, чи розпочинати 
війну, чи ні. Але після падіння режиму Саддама Гу-- 
сейна там уже утворюється досить небезпечний ва-- 
куум влади. І ця небезпека не є суто іракською. Як- 
що країни почнуть виводити свої контингенти зараз 
з Ipaky, це може створити серйозну регіональну 
небезпеку і відголоски цієї регіональної небезпеки 
можуть сягнути і України», - говорить Федченко. 


Злочинців, які заробляли на нелегальних 
мігрантах, засудили в Британії 


Марія Щур, Радіо Свобода 


ський суд засудив ще й за воло- 
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Зусилля британського уряду, 
спрямовані на боротьбу з неле- 
гальною міграцією, почали при-- 
носити плоди. В березні британ-- 
ський суд виніс вирок трьом Opra— 
нізаторам контрабанди людьми, 
серед яких був 1 український гро-- 
мадянин, який шукав політичного 
притулку в Британії. Як повідом-- 
ляє британська преса, злочинцям 
вдалося за три роки заробити 
понад 4 мільйони британських 
фунтів, чи приблизно 7,5 міль- 
йонів доларів на рабській праці 
іммігрантів. 

Те, що експлуатація закордон-- 
них робітників перетворилася на 
надприбутковий бізнес, і раніше 
не викликало сумнівів у експертів 
з питань злочинності. Тепер 
громадськість отримала конкретні 
цифри. Маленька провінційна 
фірма зі зайнятості з графства 
Кембріджшир лише за три роки 
діяльності зуміла заробити 
чималу і 3a британськими мірками 
суму - понад 4 мільйони фунтів 
на тому, що вона постачала 
дешеву робочу силу з-за кордону 
для 30 британських ферм та 
заводів. За виснажливу працю по 
20 годин на день робітники зі 
Східної Європи отримували лише 
30 фунтів на тиждень, тобто 
близько 55 доларів. 

Засуджені за відмивання гро-- 
шей 58-літній британець Девід 
Матч, його ровесник Джон Кар- 
тер та шукач притулку з України 
28-літній Руслан Куліш дурили 
іноземців, буцімто вони працюють 
легально, надаючи їм підроблені 
документи та житло у перепов-- 
нених фургонах. Українського 
учасника злочинної групи британ-- 


діння копіями імміграційних печа-- 
ток. До слова, суд визнав винними 
ще й 27-літню литовську подругу 
Руслана Куліша, його 24- літню 
сестру Вікторію та її 27-літнього 
друга Дениса Ляшкова, також з 
України. 

Британська поліція, яка виявила 
нелегальних робітників, була зди-- 
вована не лише їхніми умовами 
праці та життя, але й тим, що вони 
були переважно висококваліфі-- 
ковані люди. «Це були грамотні та 
розумні люди. Серед них були 
медсестри, інженери, кваліфіко-- 
вані кухарі, які не розгинали спи-- 
ну на полях за будь-якої погоди», 
- сказала в інтерв'ю британській 
газеті “The Independent” речниця 
поліції Лора Гаррісон. 

На початку місяця британська 
Конфедерація Профспілок опуб-- 
лікувала дослідження, згідно з 
яким десятки тисяч українських 
робітників у Британії зазнають 
експлуатації. При цьому йдеться 
про легальних робітників. «Пот-- 
рібно дати працівникам права, які 
можна захистити. Досі захища-- 
ють таким чином, що охороняють 
кордон і депортують нелегальних 
робітників, але це ніяк не впливає 
на працедавців, які експлуатують 
людей, що потрапили в складну 
ситуацію», - сказав в інтерв'ю 
радіо «Свобода» речник проф- 
спілок Нік Кларк. Профспілка 
вважає, що уряд навряд чи зможе 
щось зробити з експлуатацією та 
нелегальною міграцією, поки 
робітники не отримають право 
скаржитись на своїх працедавців 
до британських судів, не боячись, 
що їх негайно депортують з 
країни. 
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Kyiv says hundreds of Soviet-era missiles 
are missing, but not necessarily lost 


By Valentinas Mite 

(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian Defense Minister Yevhen 
Marchuk says hundreds of missiles from the country’s 
arsenal are currently unaccounted for, once again rais- 
ing the issue of the security of former Soviet arsenals. 

In an interview published in the “Den” newspaper, 
March 25, Marchuk said: “We are looking for several 
hundred missiles. They have already been decommis- 
sioned, but we cannot find them.” 

In an interview with RFE/RL, Defense Ministry 
spokesman Kostyantyn Khivrenko said it is wrong to 
say the missiles are missing. “They are not missing,” 
he said. “We are only looking for them.” 

“Tf you lost something in your own flat, it does not 
mean that you will not successfully find it. You look 
one day, the second day, the third day, and very often 
you find [what you are looking for]. Yes or no?” 
Khivrenko said. 

Khivrenko declined to comment on the types of mis- 
siles that are unaccounted for, only saying that they 
had already been decommissioned. He suggested the 
missiles had been deactivated without proper account- 
ing. 

Ukrainian prosecutors, meanwhile, have launched an 
investigation into the affair. 

Valentin Badrak heads the Center for Research on 
the Army, Conversion, and Disarmament, a think tank 
in Kyiv. He says Marchuk’s comments raise more ques- 
tions than they answer. 

Badrak says it is difficult to say what class of mis- 
siles Marchuk is referring to. He says they could be 
“any kind of missile Ukraine inherited from the Soviet 
Union when the country was left with huge stockpiles 
of weaponry.” He also says the size of the former So- 
viet stockpile also is not known because Ukraine has 
no financial resources to make an accurate inventory. 

“When Ukraine inherited this [weaponry], it turned 
out to be difficult to make an inventory. On the one 
hand, it happened because of the massive Soviet mili- 
tary legacy. On the other hand, Ukraine’s military bud- 
get was shrinking from year to year, and it became 
impossible to do that because the budget allowed only 
to feed the army,” Badrak said. 

Ukraine sought to destroy unnecessary weapons but 
many such efforts faltered or failed due to lack of 
money. 

Badrak says there is cause for concern because Ukrai- 
nian weaponry has been sold abroad in the past under 
questionable circumstances in the early 1990s. 

“Some time ago, Ukraine had sold to one state — to 
Yemen, if I am not mistaken — four SU-17 [fighter 


planes]. The price of a plane was the same as of a 
Mercedes-Benz [car],” Badrak said. 

Badrak says an investigation into the matter was 
dropped and never reopened. 

“Something similar could happen with missiles or 
missile weaponry. It could have happened that some- 
thing was sold very cheaply or the missiles were uti- 
lized and precious [components] were sold without any 
control,” Badrak said. 

In 2002, the United States alleged that Ukrainian 
President Leonid Kuchma had sanctioned the sale of 
sophisticated military radar to Iraq. Kuchma denied the 
charge, but it badly strained relations with Washing- 
ton. 

While the missing missiles were decommissioned, 
analysts note they could nevertheless be valuable for 
the gold, silver, or platinum they may contain. 

Leonid Polyakov, a military analyst at Kyiv’s 
Razumkov Center for Economic and Political Studies, 
says it is difficult to judge the amount of precious met- 
als in the missing weaponry. 

“Specialists say, if the rockets we are speaking about 
are big antiaircraft missiles — if we are speaking about 
them — [they will have more precious metals inside] 
because the rockets are very different. Big rockets may 
have a kilogram ог а kilo and a half of silver, from 
which [electric] contacts are made. There can be gold 
inside or not. The same can be said about platinum,” 
Polyakov said. 

Meanwhile, Defense Minister Marchuk said inven- 
tories have revealed some US$190 billion in missing 
military equipment. A Ukrainian military analyst quoted 
by the Associated Press says the figure is referring to 
the valuable by-products from dismantled weapons 
rather than weapons themselves. Marchuk, who was 
named to the job last June, blames his predecessors for 
not observing proper accounting standards while deal- 
ing with missiles and other weapons. 

Analysts can only guess why Marchuk decided to 
make his disclosures now. Bodrah says the easiest ex- 
planation is that he wanted to attract the attention of 
parliamentarians before planned discussions of mili- 
tary reform in early April. 


Marchuk says missiles couldn’t fly 


(RFE/RL)— Defense Minister Хеупеп Marchuk said 
on March 30 that the missiles that went missing in the 
1980s pose no threat because they could not fly, Interfax 
reported. Marchuk was commenting on his earlier rev- 
elation that the Ukrainian military cannot account for 
“several hundred missiles”. 


Personnel fired for ‘saucepan’ helmets in Iraq 


(UANews)—Ukrainian Defence Minister Yevhen 
Marchuk has revealed that key personnel who prepared 
Ukraine’s 5th Battalion for assistance in Kuwait and 
Iraq were fired because the battalion’s helmets were 
only “as good as saucepans’’. 

Marchuk was speaking in an interview on Ukraine’s 
ICTV channel and revealed previously secret findings 
that Ukrainian soldiers’ helmets were of inferior qual- 
ity. 
After calling for an inquiry it was concluded that the 
helmets could be shot through from a distance of 20 to 
25 metres. The test shootings were performed in the 
desert, and high-ranking Ukrainian military personnel 
were subsequently fired. 

It is common knowledge that Ukraine’s military is 
ill-equipped, and Marchuk was quick to point out that 
other investigations are now continuing. He cited an 
example concerning the preparation of the battalion’s 
armoured personnel carriers which fell apart in transit 
on civilian Ukrainian roads from Kyiv to Mykolayiv. 


They were simply not suitable for use in the desert. 
Ukrainian consultants and government officials are now 
in the firing line. 

Ukraine has a total of 355,000 military personnel and 
a budget of only US$922 million a year. Marchuk is 
thus faced with the unenviable task of making the best 
of Ukraine’s existing resources, but upholds Ukraine’s 
decision to send troops to Iraq. 

However, Ukraine’s 6th Batallion (which has re- 
placed the Sth) is currently providing its assistance in 
Iraq by helping to open a kindergarten in the town of 
Al Kut. Marchuk was reminded by the interviewer that 
it was a strange coalition operation, upon which 
Marchuk went on the defensive and stated: “In what 
statute of military service is it written that it is neces- 
sary to help open kindergartens?” 

Marchuk did not deny that Ukraine’s military is in 
an acutely run-down state of affairs; neither did he deny 
that as a result of its 1600 troops in Iraq, Ukraine could 
become a victim of Al-Q’ aida terror. 


Rada allows NATO quick access to territory 


(RFE/RL)—The Verkhovna Rada on March 17 voted 
by 237-61 to endorse a memorandum of understand- 
ing between the Ukrainian government and NATO re- 
garding Ukraine’s support for NATO operations. The 
Communist Party caucus and some Socialist Party law- 
makers voted against the memorandum, while the 
Yuliya Tymoshenko Bloc and some deputies from Our 
Ukraine did not take part in the vote. 

The memorandum, according to Interfax, sets a le- 
gal framework for Ukraine’s support for NATO opera- 
tions conducted under the Partnership for Peace pro- 
gram. The document obliges Ukraine to provide tech- 
nical, medical, and informational support for NATO 
units during military operations and exercises — the 
types of such support are to be defined in separate ac- 
cords. NATO is to pay for such assistance. 

The document also grants NATO troops the right of 


quick access to Ukrainian territory if this is needed for 
the implementation of the alliance’s general policies. 
NATO’s military hardware may travel through Ukrai- 
nian territory if the alliance obtains “general permis- 
sion.” The bill needs to be signed by President Leonid 
Kuchma to take effect. 

On March 20, Interfax quoted an unidentified source 
in the Russian Foreign Ministry as saying that Mos- 
cow is concerned about the approval of the memoran- 
dum without coordination with the Russian side. 

“Special concern is raised by the fact that the memo- 
randum declares Ukraine’s support for any NATO op- 
erations, including those not authorized by the UN Se- 
curity Council,” the source said. 

“We hope that Kyiv will take into account our anxi- 
ety in setting its relations with NATO.” 
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Our Ukraine stages 
anti-government protests 


(RFE/RL)—Some 9,000 people turned up for an an- 
tigovernment protest rally organized by Viktor 
Yushchenko’s Our Ukraine in front of government head- 
quarters in Kyiv on March 31, Interfax and UNIAN 
reported. 

Yushchenko told the rally that poverty is the single 
biggest problem in Ukraine, and demanded that Prime 
Minister Viktor Yanukovych’s cabinet raise wages and 
pensions. 

He also appealed to Ukrainians to continue protests 
if the government fails to heed that demand. According 
to Yushchenko, the government is hiding 10 billion 
hryvnias (US$1.9 billion) in budget revenues. 

“Today we have to secure a victory — to make the 
government bring 10 million hryvnias out of the 
shadow,’ Yushchenko said. 

Two days earlier, supporters of Our Ukraine bloc 
pitched 10 tents in front of the government headquar- 
ters in Kyiv, thus inaugurating a series of nationwide 
antigovernment protests, Interfax reported, quoting the 
Our Ukraine press service. 

The protests — organized by Our Ukraine under the 
slogan “Stop Robbing the People!” — will reportedly 
“inform citizens about the real results and conse- 


quences” of the performance of Prime Minister Viktor 
Yanukovych’s cabinet. 

Referin to the “budgetary shadow” of 10 billion 
hryvnias, Yushchenko said: “The growth rate of gross 
domestic product allows [the government] to increase 
the minimum wage as of April 1, without waiting until 
September... The current economic situation is also con- 
ducive to increasing social payments.” 

Yushchenko also announced that his bloc has begun 
to create a new, “European-model” party. 

According to Yushchenko, taking part in a parlia- 
mentary election under a fully proportional party-list 
system is a key political task for Our Ukraine. 

“Tn order not to lose time, we should now formulate 
a response to this challenge,” Yushchenko said. The 
“Ukrayinska pravda” website quoted Borys Tarasyuk 
— leader of the Ukrainian Popular30 Rukh, which is a 
constituent of Our Ukraine — as saying on March that 
the idea to set up a political party based on Our Ukraine 
before the 2004 presidential election is “political sui- 
cide.” 

“This [idea] will divert organizational and human re- 
sources from the main goal — preparing the victory of 
[Our Ukraine’s presidential] candidate,” Tarasyuk said. 


Yuschenko tops Yanukovych 39%- 28% 


(Glavred)—39% of people polled by the Democratic 
Initiatives fund are ready to support Our Ukraine leader 
Viktor Yuschenko in second round of the presidential 
elections, and 28% — Prime Minister Viktor 
Yanukovych, according to the survey. 

12% of those polled would vote against both candi- 
dates, 8% would not come to the polls at all. 13% found 
it difficult to answer the question. 

If competing in the run-off were only Communist 
Party leader Petro Symonenko and Yanukovych, the 
Premier would win 34.2% of votes, and Symonenko 
22.1%. 

If Symonenko competed with Yuschenko, the Our 


Ukraine leader would have 41.1% of votes for and 
21.3% of votes against. 

If Yuschenko’s rival was the incumbent president Le- 
onid Kuchma, Yuschenko would be supported by 
43.3% of votes, and Kuchma by 17.8%. 

The survey was taken by the Democratic Initiatives 
fund and the Center for Social and Political Studies 
March 1 through 7 in all of Ukrainian regions. 1,200 
people were polled. 

According to the recent survey, 23.6% of people 
polled by the fund were ready to support Yuschenko in 
the 2004 presidential race making his the most prom- 
ising candidate of the presidential race. 


Putin meets Kuchma in Moscow 


(RFE/RL)—President Vladimir Putin met in Mos- 
cow on March 17 with Ukrainian President Leonid 
Kuchma to discuss bilateral economic and political re- 
lations, “Izvestiya,” RTR, and other Russian media re- 
ported. 

Topics of discussion included the proposed creation 
of a joint economic zone including Russia, Ukraine, 
Kazakhstan, and Belarus; the creation of a Russian- 
Ukzainian natural-gas consortium; and the resolution 
of a border dispute in the Доу Sea and the Kerch Straits. 

Speaking to journalists, the presidents said that the 
agreements reached on these issues last year have been 
submitted to both countries’ parliaments for ratifica- 
tion. 

Putin and Kuchma also discussed the situation in 


Georgia, and Kuchma congratulated Putin on his “tre- 
mendous victory” in Russia’s March 14 presidential 
election. 

“Izvestiya” on March 17 commented that despite the 
niceties, many unresolved issues remain between the 
two countries. Although the presidents were able to 
defuse the Kerch Straits crisis in December, no perma- 
nent solution has been found, particularly on the issue 
of delimiting the common border in the Azov Sea. 

Nevertheless, Putin is interested in reaching as many 
agreements as possible with Kuchma quickly because 
later this year, Ukraine’s Verkhovna Rada might well 
adopt political reforms that could drastically reduce 
the power of the Ukrainian president and transform 
the country into a parliamentary republic. 


Rada passes presidential election bill 


(RFE/RL)—The Verkhovna Rada voted 400 to three 
on March 18 to adopt a bill that makes procedural 
changes in Ukraine’s presidential-election process, 
Interfax reported. 

The bill differs from the current law on presidential 
elections in several major respects. It reduces the presi- 
dential-campaign period from 180 to 120 days and low- 
ers the signature threshold for registering a candidate from 
1 million to 500,000. The bill also sets election day for 


the last Sunday in October; in the event that none of the 
candidates wins a majority in the first round, a runoff 
between the two top candidates is held two weeks later. 

The Verkhoyna Rada also passed a Code of Civil 
Procedures on March 18 that regulates the consider- 
ation of civil cases in Ukrainian courts and provides 
for the observance of rights and freedoms of citizens 
and legal entities participating in civil legal proceed- 
ings, Interfax reported. 


Lytvyn predicts April approval of constitutional reforms 


(RFE/RL)—Verkhovna Rada speaker Volodymyr 
Lytvyn told journalists on March 22 that the constitu- 
tional-reform bill that was preliminarily approved on 
Dec. 25 and amended on Feb. 3 will be passed in its 
final reading in early April if “parliament follows step- 
by-step the decisions stipulated by the political agree- 
ment [of Feb. 18],” Interfax reported. 

Lytvyn was referring to an accord signed last month 
by 10 pro-presidential caucuses in which they pledge 
to pool efforts aimed at finalizing constitutional reforms. 

Meanwhile, lawmaker Oleksandr Volkov predicted 
on March 23 that the constitutional-reform bill will be 
adopted no earlier than in mid-May. 

Volkoy added that promoters of the reform are fac- 
ing “a lot of work” to persuade deputies elected under 


a first-past-the-post system to adopt a fully proportional 
election law, which is key to Communist Party and the 
Socialist Party support for the reforms. 


Parties unite to back Yushchenko 


(RFE/RL)—A congress of the opposition Popular Rukh 
of Ukraine (NRU) resolved on March 20 to set up an 
electoral bloc of nearly 40 parties to support Our 
Ukraine leader Viktor Yushchenko in the upcoming 
presidential election, UNIAN reported. In particular, 
apart from the Popular Rukh, the bloc is expected to 
include the Ukrainian Popular Party, the Reforms and 
Order Party, the Solidarity Party, the Congress of Ukrai- 
nian Nationalists, and the Yabluko Party. The congress 
obliged NRU leader Borys Tarasyuk to work outa deal 
with interested parties on the creation of the bloc. 


= 
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EU concerned over media 
situation in Ukraine 


(UNIAN/BBC Monitoring Service)}—The European 
Union is seriously concemed over the latest develop- 
ments which prove that pressure is being put on the 
Ukrainian media, a statement by the Presidency of the 
EU Council said March 18. 

“The EU expresses regret over measures taken 
against independent media outlets in the run-up to the 
presidential election scheduled for October, when the 
information from various sources, independence of 
media outlets and their affiliation with various politi- 
cal forces are extremely important to enable the Ukrai- 
nian people to make a democratic choice,” the state- 
ment said. 

The EU said that Radio Dovira decision to pull out 
of an agreement to rebroadcast Radio Liberty, the prob- 
lems with the broadcasting license of 5 Kanal [pro- 
opposition TV channel] and the closure of Radio 
Kontynent testify to the ongoing offensive against the 
independent media. The campaign against the indepen- 
dent media make it difficult to believe in Ukraine’s 

promises to hold the fair and transparent [presidential] 
election, the statement said. 

In addition, the EU is concerned over significantly 
increased pressure on the independent media and jour- 


nalists from the State Tax Administration. “The press 
freedom and impartiality of the state administration are 
the main prerequisites for holding a free and fair elec- 
tion,” the statement said. 

The Presidency of the EU Council also said that the 
further development of relations between the EU and 
Ukraine would depend on how committed the Ukrai- 
nian side is to supporting and promoting European val- 
ues and standards which focus on a free and fair elec- 
tion. At the same time, the EU is concerned at reports 
by observers at the [parliament] by-election which was 
held in Donetsk Region on March 7 and which were 
marred by violations during the campaign and on the 
polling day. 

“The EU assesses this as a negative signal for the 
future presidential election and calls on the Ukrainian 
authorities to take the necessary measures to hold the 
presidential election in a democratic environment,” the 
statement said. 

The statement was also signed by Cyprus, the Czech 
Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, 
Poland, Slovakia, Slovenia, Bulgaria, Romania, Alba- 
nia, Bosnia-Hercegovina, Croatia, Serbia and 
Montenegro, Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway. 


European and American news 
slashed from Ukrainian TV screens 


(UANews)—European and American political news 
has been deliberately slashed from Ukrainian TV 
screens in February and March reports Ukraine’s lead- 
ing opposition daily news publication, Ukrayinska 
Pravda. 

The clampdown on important international news re- 
lating to Ukraine’s future was deemed so severe that 
Ukrayinska Pravda on March 23 published evidence 
taken from dozens of Ukrainian government media 
coverage instructions, or temnyky. It is the second time 
in a month that Ukrayinska Pravda has had to resort to 
setting the record straight. In a nutshell, Ukrainian 
media clampdowns do not only negatively effect 
Ukraine’s opposition reporters, but almost all news 
items Concerning western governments are severely and 
negatively effected too. 

Completely blacklisted from all Ukrainian TV news 


were the statements of the European Parliament's Reso- 
lution Concerning Ukraine’s freedom of speech. Also 
cited by Ukrayinska Pravda as blacklisted or misrep- 
resented in Ukraine’s TV news coverage were leading 
western political figures such as John Herbst, Richard 
Boucher, Richard Armitage and Robert Brinkley. 

Leader of Ukraine’s Presidential Administration, 
Viktor Medvedchuk has control of national TV stations 
UT1, 1+1, and Inter TV. Viktor Pinchuk (the common 
law, son-in-law of President Kuchma) has control over 
STB, Novy TV, and ICTV. Rinat Akhmetov controls 
TRK-Ukraina and Andriy Derkach controls Era TV. 

Only STB allows itself to be virtually free of cover- 
age instructions. Viewing critics suggest that Pinchuk’s 
democratic approach of distancing himself from the 
station’s editorial and production side should lead him 
to be more favourably portrayed as a democrat. 


Journalists urges Rada to ‘stop terror’ 


(UNIAN/BBC Monitoring Service)—Transcar- 
pathian journalists have urged the Parliamentary Com- 
mittee for Freedom of Speech and Information and resi- 
dents of Transcarpathian Region “to help stop terror 
against organizations which disagree with the policy 
of the United Social Democratic Party”, the press ser- 
vice of the Our Ukraine opposition block’s Trans- 
carpathian branch said. 

“The wave of repression against the opposition me- 
dia has reached Transcarpathia,” the journalists said. 

“Transcarpathia’s most popular TV station M-Stu- 
dio has been taken off the air. This was done in the run- 
up to the [mayoral] election in Mukachevo, and it 
should be regarded as nothing else but a direct politi- 
cal order. In the context of the latest developments 
around the opposition Silski Visti, Radio Kontynent, 
Radio Dovira and 5 Kanal TV [pro-opposition channel 


which faces closure], it looks like an organized offen- 
sive against the constitutional rights of citizens in the 
form of blatant restriction of access to the independent 
media. 

Such actions by the state power bodies are ruining 
Ukraine’s reputation at the European community and 
are dooming this country to lagging behind and being 
considered as a state with an undemocratic and authori- 
tarian regime,” the statement said. 

“We must say a decisive ‘no’ to the suppression of 
the press freedom because personal security of those 
who voice their disagreement will be in danger tomor- 
row. We must prove that we are a European people 
which is worthy civilization rather than an obedient 
mob which indifferently watches its representatives 
being carried away to be slaughtered one by one,” the 
statement said. 


Chernomyrdin lashes out at U.S. involvement) 


U.S official urges Ukraine to hold democratic election 


(Agence France-Presse/RFE/RL)—Russia’s ambas- 
sador to Ukraine, former prime minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin, on March 28 blasted the United States 
for allegedly increasing its presence in that former So- 
viet republic ahead of a presidential election scheduled 
there next autumn. 

Chernomyrdin said in an interview with Russia’s 
Channel One television that Washington had sent a “task 
force” to Ukraine to assist in organizing the vote. 

“An American task force has landed in Ukraine. They 
are traveling around the regions to help prepare the elec- 
tions,” Interfax quoted Chernomyrdin as telling Chan- 
nel One. “They are running all over Ukraine. I could 
not even have imagined anything like this,” 
Chernomyrdin added, warning that US involvement 
could have dire consequences. 

“Whatever can be of use to them, (the Americans) 
immediately take into their sphere of interest, and there 
is inevitably either a mess or blood there,” he said. 

US Deputy Secretary of State Richard Armitage on 
March 25 met with Ukrainian President Leonid 


Kuchma in an effort to promote democratic reforms. 

Armitage praised economic and security-related co- 
operation with Ukraine, but said Kyiv’s political rela- 
tions with Washington left a lot to be desired. He urged 
Ukrainian leaders in Kyiv on March 25 to ensure a 
democratic transfer of power in the presidential elec- 
tion due on Oct. 31, Ukrainian and foreign news agen- 
cies reported. 

Armitage met with President Leonid Kuchma, Prime 
Minister Viktor Yanukovych, and Foreign Minister 
Kostyantyn Hryshchenko. 

“We would like to get back to a situation where we 
can have high-level dialogue again, but in order to do 
so we have to be convinced that there are free, fair, 
open, and democratic elections that are conducted free 
of intimidation,” Armitage said in Kyiv. 

ЧТ would like to pay tribute to the Ukrainian presi- 
dent for his brave decision regarding Iraq and thank 
him for great bravery of those Ukrainian servicemen 
who are working in Iraq,” Interfax quoted Armitage as 
saying before his meeting with President Kuchma. 
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LYSALTA Joseph Husak 
CAPITAL DEVELOPMENT 
CORPORATION PHOTOGRAPHER 
INDEPENDENT - 
MUTUAL FUND DEALER 472-1966 © 
TERRY LYS - Z 
Pree ica ° Family Portraits (in your 


house or location) 
° Weddings * Community 
Events * Conventions 
Graduations & Groups 


(403) 239-8515 
4 Edelweiss Cres. NW, Calgary, AB 


Investing for a Strong 
Tomorrow 


May the message of 
Easter bring you hope 
and happiness. 


DEBORAH GREY, M.P. 
Edmonton North 


House of Commons 
Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A 0A6 

Ph.: 1-613-996-9778 
Fax: 1-613-996-0785 


102 White Oaks Square 
12222-137 Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta T5L 4X5 
Ph.: 1-780-495-8484 
Fax: 1-780-495-8488 


З нагоди Великодніх Свят бажаю 
Вам і Вашим 
родинам всього найкращого. 
«Христос Воскрес» 


Peter Goldring 


Member of Parliament 
Edmonton Centre - East 495-3261 


Wishing you a Happy Easter. 


Бажаю Bam радісних 
Великодніх Свят. 


КАНІМ JAFFER, М.Р. 


Edmonton Strathcona 
Office: 495-8404 


Happy Easter! 
Радісних Великодніх Свят! 
Христос Воскрес! Воїстину Воскрес! 


JAMES ВАЧОТТЕ, М.Р. 


Edmonton Southwest 


550, Confederation Bldg 
House of Commons 
Ottawa, ON K1A 0A6 
Tel: (613) 992-3594 
Fax: (613) 992-3616 
Rajotte.J@parl.gc.ca 


Leon Benoit, M.P. 


Lakeland Constituency 


204, 596 Riversend Square 
Edmonton, AB T6R 2E3 
Tel: (780) 495-4351 

Fax: (780) 495-4485 
james@jamesrajotte.com 


Happy Easter! 
7 Веселих Великодніх Свят. 
Христос Воскрес! 


Христос Воскрес! 
Веселих Великодніх Свят. 


Easter Greetings | 


141 Seneca Road 
Sherwood Park, AB 
T8A 4G6 

Tel: (780) 467-4944 

Tel: 1-888-726-2729 
Fax: (780) 449-1471 


House of Commons 
Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A ОАб 

Tel: (613) 995-3611 
Fax: (613) 995-3612 
eppk@parl.gc.ca 


ALBERTA COUNCIL FOR THE UKRAINIAN ARTS 
presents art workshops April 23, 24, 2004 
at Chateau Louis Conference Centre, 11727 Kingsway, Edmonton, AB 


Weave a contemporary runner incorporating traditional Ukrainian motifs with Elizabeth 
Holinaty. No experience. 


Create your own unique, spiritual and artistic icon under instruction of Marianna Savaryn. 


4] й, 5 1:00 ат- 25 (lunch & materials incl.) 
Participants will have an opportunity to embroider a Ukrainian bookmark or rosary 
poach. Led by Eva Tomiuk this workshop is intended for beginners in embroidery. 


#202, 10706-124 Street, Edmonton, AB Т5М 0H1 ees 
Phone 780 414-1624 Fax: 780 414-1626 
Register by April 15, 2004 


Part of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress - Alberta Provincial Council 
"BUILDING THE FUTURE CONFERENCE” 


Monyla Institute 


ДЖЕРЕЛО 


- SUMMER SCHOOL - 


Ukrainian Cultural and Language Immersion Program 
Grade 9 - 12 


JULY 4 - AUGUST 6, 2004 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Canada 
"FUN, FRIENDS AND CULTURAL GROWTH" 


Take advantage of EARLY REGISTRATION discount 
Apply Now: Knowledge of Ukrainian Language is пої 
necessary to enrol. 


Альбертська Рада Українського Мистецтва. 


For icatt 
MOHYLA INSTITUTE 


1240 ya ens St., Saskatoon, SK S7N OP1 
LINEN 253-1902 


Радісних Свят Христового Воскресення 
ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС! ВОІСТИНУ ВОСКРЕС! 


31st ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
Ukrainian PYSANKA Festival 2004 
Vegreville, July 2, 3, 4, 2004 


¢ 3 Grandstand Shows Featuring Tryzub Ukrainian Dancers of 
Calgary, Major Bands. Other to be Announced 
¢ Three Days of Ukrainian Dance Competitions 
¢ Ukrainian Band Performances All Weekend 
¢ Two Evening Zabavas / Beer Gardens 
¢ Trace Your Roots Map Work 
¢ Expanded Pioneer Demonstrations 
¢ Folk Art Display and Hall of Honour 
Display Yarmarok - Trade Show 
» Pioneer Family Recognition 
¢ Ukrainian Music Hall of Honour 
AND MUCH MORE 


Vegreville Cultural Association 
Box 908, Vegreville, Alberta T9C 151; Ph./Fax: (780) 632-2777 
Website: www.vegrevillefestival.com Email: info@vegrevillefestival.com 


Рада Директорів 
Андрій Гладишевський О.С. 
Михайло Шепетик 
Евгенія Палюк Анна Руснак 


Українська Канадська Фундація ім. Тараса Шевченка 


456 Main Street, Winnipeg, МВ R3B 1B6 
Tel: (204)944-9128 Fax: (204) 944-9135 Toll Free: 1-866-524-5314 
Website: www.shevchenkofoundation.com 


Щиро Вітає Усіх Жертводавців і 
Прихильників з Великодними Святами 
Христос Воскрес! Воїстину Воскрес! 


(UkrNews)—Hundreds of people 
visited the “Ukrainian Mosaic” at 
Фе Ukrainian National Federation 
hall in Edmonton during the week- 
end of March 20 and 21. 

The event, organized by the 
Ukrainian National Federation and 
the Ukrainian Women’s Organiza- 
tion also raised $1,508.71 for the 
Canadian Children of Chornobyl 
Fund. 

“Ukrainian Mosaic” showcased 
Ukrainian dance, song, music, folk 
art and food. 

Among the weekend’s performers 
were: the Koperoush School of 
Ukrainian Dance, the Holy Cross 
Zorianka Ukrainian Dancers, St. 
Nicholas Mandolin Ensemble, the 
Edmonton School of Ukrainian 
Dance, composer/pianist Myroslav 
Levytsky, Korynnia Ukrainian 
Dance Group, St. Nicholas Ukrai- 
nian Catholic Parish Youth Choir, 
Volya School of Ukrainian Dance, 
Schedryk Ukrainian Children’s 
Choir of Delwood and St. Martin 
Children’s Strings. 

The Ukrainian Mosaic Commit- 
tee consisted of: Gloria Hladun, 
Luba Kuc, Chester Kuc, Luba 
Boyko-Bell and George Yopyk. 


Pictures from Top: Volya School of - 
Ukrainian Dance; Kitchen helpers : 
lesia Petriw and Pauline Atwood . 


with Edmonton Journal photogra- 
pher Cris Szwarz; Korynnia Ukrai- 
nian Dance Group. 
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Bukovyna newspaper target of arson attack 


(Fakty 1 Kommentarii/BBC 
Monitoring Service)—Reports of 
attacks on journalists and illegal ac- 


Роман Манастирський 
Олег Герус 
Борис Балан 


tions against mass media staff have 
unfortunately long ceased to grab 
the headlines in Ukraine. It is not 
just individual journalists but whole 
editorial offices who now suffer ha- 
rassment at the hands of offenders 
of the law. 

Yet another regional publication 
has recently fallen victim to an at- 
tack by malefactors: unidentified 
people have raided the printing 
house of the Chernivtsi newspaper 
Molodyy Bukovynets, trying to burn 
it down. 

Fakty [i Kommentarii] has 


ST. ANGELA'S ACADEMY 


| BOX 220 
PRELATE SASKATCHEWAN 
CANADA SON 2B0 
PH.: (306) 673-2200 
FAX: (306) 673-2635 


WEB SEARCH: 
| ST. ANGELA'S ACADEMY 
| A Catholic Boarding High School | 
on the beautiful Saskatchewan 
prairies where the Ursuline 
Sisters and Lay Staff 
"EDUCATE FOR LIFE” 


learned from that newspaper that at 
about midnight a car pulled up by 
the printing house. The driver pro- 
duced documents for the delivery of 
material to the security guard. After 
the material was carried off into the 
building, the driver attacked the 
guard. Simultaneously, five or six 
malefactors entered the building af- 
ter smashing the windows. They tied 
up the watchman and set fire to paint 
and paper in the printing workshop. 
A fire was avoided thanks to the 
guard, who managed to free himself 
and call the firefighters. He was ad- 
mitted to hospital with a concussion 
and other injuries. 

The Molodyy Bukovynets chief 
editor, Bohdan Zahayskyy, has filed 
a request with the police for an im- 
partial and full investigation to es- 
tablish who ordered and committed 
the crime. “Because an attack has 
been carried out on a publishing 
housing that belongs to a newspa- 
per, this unequivocally indicates the 
malefactors’ intention to put the 
printing house and the newspaper 
out of order and to intimidate the 
staff,” the statement reads. 


Tryzub in front of the Sydney Opera House. 


Calgary’s Tryzub “Awakening” 
audiences from Canada to Australia 


By Mykhailo Doschak 

If you’re an aficionado of Ukrainian dance, then you 
may have seen the show “Awakenings” by Calgary- 
based Tryzub Ukrainian Dance Ensemble (Ukrainian 
News, October 2002). Following the opening week in 
Calgary in September 2002, the show ‘Awakenings’ 
has toured and delighted audiences in 12 other major 
centres across western Canada with enthusiastic re- 
views. 

Tryzub are no newcomers to the Ukrainian dance 
scene in Canada, as the year 2004 marks Tryzub’s 30" 
year as a performance-based dance company. Accord- 
ingly, this was a fitting year for Tryzub to embark on 
their first intercontinental tour, with their destination 
being firmly set on the land “down-under” — Austra- 
lia! But exactly how does an amateur Ukrainian dance 
ensemble take a full-stage production with 27 dancers, 
10 crew, and half a ton of costumes and props across 
the pacific? 

“First, you must have faith that your dance product 
is spectacular,” said Tryzub Australian Tour Director 
Mykhailo Doschak, originally from Australia himself. 
“And of this I was sure! Tryzub showcase a true Ukrai- 
nian “folk-ballet” with Awakenings, featuring a cast of 
accomplished dancers under the artistic direction of one 
of the world’s greats in Ukrainian dance — balletmaster 
Serguei Makarov. Secondly, you must have the sup- 
port of the local Ukrainian Diaspora, and they hosted 
us famously! Thus, the cultural tour became a “win- 
win” scenario for all involved — Canada was seen in- 
ternationally as a champion of multicultural expression, 
the Ukrainian Australian Diaspora was re-enthused with 
a vision of an accomplished Ukrainian dance product 
to share with their countrymen, and Calgary’s Tryzub 
achieved another milestone in becoming one of 
Canada’s most recognized Ukrainian Dance Ensembles. 

Tryzub’s Australian Tour ran for just over 2 weeks, 
from Jan. 21 to Feb. 8, and was massive in exposure 
across that continent. It was staged in 4 of Australia’s 
capitals, Perth, Adelaide, Melbourne and Sydney, and 
commenced with a nationally-televised “joint perfor- 
mance” of Virsky Hopak with the local Perth Ukrai- 
nian dance ensemble, Roztiazhka. The show was tele- 

- vised (and will be further televised several times this 
year) on Australia’s national multicultural television sta- 
tion, SBS, to an estimated 7 million people across the 
continent. 

The stage shows played to over 80% sold-out houses 
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Tryzub women performing. 
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across Australia, with an audience of 1,200 people in 
one of Melbourne’s icons, Her Majesty’s Theatre. 
“What a pity for lovers of dance shows here that the 
colourful troupe was able to give only one theatre per- 
formance and a couple of shorter appearances ...” said 
the Perth media. “Tryzub saved the best for last with 
its show-stopping production number, Hopak ... A truly 
breathtaking climax.” claimed the Adelaide Observer. 

The cross-national appeal of “Awakenings” can be 
directly credited to its creator, Makarov. Originally from 
Kyiv, he is a graduate of the Kharkiv ballet school, and 
an 18 yr veteran of the famed Ukrainian State Dance 
Ensemble of Pavlo Virsky. Makarov has conducted bal- 
let master classes for Virsky Studio, the Kyiv Ballet, 
the Royal Winnipeg Ballet, and the Western Australian 
Academy of Performing Arts to name but a few. 
Makarov has trained and crystallized a strong corps- 
de-ballet in Tryzub, by utilizing classical Vaganova 
ballet instruction coupled with the folkloric and char- 
acter elements of Ukrainian dance. 

Awakenings is a two-act show; the first act is 
Makarov’s folk-ballet “Winter Fairytale’ on the theme 
of awakened love, which transcends all cultures and 
provides an identifiable focus for the audience. The 
second act is comprised of 8 dance suites (including 
kolomeyky, khorovody, a transcarpathian tropotianka, 
female lyrical and corresponding cossack items) an- 
chored by the most famous and dynamic Ukrainian 
dance “Hopak’’. The show appeals to and captures au- 
diences іп many ways - through the colourful and splen- 
did costumes, through the fresh yet intricate choreo- 
graphic form developed over centuries in Ukraine, 
through the dynamic and gravity-defying ease of male 
dance cossack elements, and through the emotion of 
new-found love and heartbreak. Furthermore, the mu- 
sical score was entirely original, and composed by the 
accomplished Yevgene Dosenko, and recorded by a 25 
piece orchestra in Kyiv. 

Accompanying Tryzub as guest artists were the Perth- 
based “Kashtany duo” of virtuoso violinist Paul Wright 
and composer/accordionist Myroslav Gutej. Playing 
unique and classical arrangements of Ukrainian, gypsy, 
and other world music, they double-billed the tour with 
Tryzub, providing richness and depth to the evening’s 
show, much to the delight of the audiences. Perth-born 
composer Gutej has devoted his life to the unique ar- 
rangement and performance of Ukrainian music, and 
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Бажаємо радісних Свят! 
Best Holiday Wishes! 


Welcome to the Shevchenko Museum! 
Ласкаво Просимо до Музею Шевченка! 


Open Monday to Friday 
9:30 am - Noon 
Wednesday & Thursday 
from 1 pm to 4 pm 
Groups by Appointment 


Taras Shevchenko Museum 
1614 Bloor Street West 
Toronto, ON M6P 1A7 
tel: 416 534-8662 
fax: 416 535-1063 


Museum ... Art Gallery ... Library 


FREE ADMISSION - DONATION APPRECIATED 
Visit us at www.infoukes.com/shevchenkomuseum/ 


Easter Sunday 
» Brunch 


Sunday, April 11, 2004 


Entertainment: Harpist 


$19.95 + ost 
$17.95 + cst 

-12) $11.95 + sst 
5 7.95 + cs 


Conference Centre 
Grand Ballroom 
і 10:00 am - 2:00 pm 


Др 
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Хор Дніпро щиросердечно дякує українській 
громаді в Торонто і Едмонтоні, яка так 
численно взяла участь в концертах з нагоди 
його 50-ліття діяльности. 


Веселих Великодніх Свят бажає 
Едмонтонський Хор Дніпро 
Мистецький директор — Марія Дитиняк 
Голова - Люба Федущак 


Христос Воскрес - Воїстину Воскрес! 
Зі світлим Празником хх СО 
Христового Воскресення Saad, 
бажаємо веселих свят 
українському народові в Україні та 
Діяспорі, українським церквам, 
громадським і політичним організаціям 
та всьому нашому членству. 


Відділ в Кдмонтоні 


ЗАГАЛЬНІ РІЧНІ ЗБОРИ 
відбудуться в неділю 2-го травня, 2004 р. 
2:00 попол. в залі УНО 10629 - 98 вул. 


Христос Воскрес! Воістину Воскрес! 


М 


Христового 


Воскресення! 


Українському народові в Діяспорі та Україні, українським 
Церквам, церковним, громадським і політичним 
організаціям та нашому членству і прихильникам 
бажають 
Організації Українського Державницького Фронту при 
Домі Української Молоді в Едмонтоні 


Централя Українців Католиків 
Кдмонтонської Кпархії 


й 


Зі світлим празником 
Христового Воскресення 
щиро вітає голову Помісної 
Української Католицької 
Церкви, Блаженішого 
Патріярха Любомира, 
Високопреосвященного 
Митрополита Михаїла, 
Преосвященного Владику 
Лаврентія, усе Духовенство, 
Чернецтво, Мирян, Проводи 
і Членство Українських Громадських, Організацій та 
Інституцій та ввесь Український Нарід у світі. 

. Давид Коваль, голова Централі 

Иосип Синишин, голова Братства YKK 
Гелен Сірман, голова ЛУКЖК 
Маргарета Батті, голова УКЮК 


UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC COUNCIL 
Edmonton Eparchy 


In celebration of Christ's Resurrection we wish the 
Ukrainian community a happy_and blessed Easter. 


Dave Kowal, UCCC President 
Joseph Synyshyn, UCBC President 
Helen Sirman, UCWLC President 
Margaret Batty, UCYC President 
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ФОТОГРАФІЇ - POMAHA ПЕТРІВА 


Рідна школа парафії св. Юрія Переможця. 


Шевенківський концерт в Едмонтоні 


П. Саварин 

ЄБлагословенний той день i час... 
...Коли народився Шевченко?", 
докінчить речення у березневі дні 
кожен українець-українка, які 
знають, ким він був, є і вже на- 
певно завжди буде для україн- 
ського народу і всіх українців в 
світі. То ж немає чого дивуватися, 
що й цього року, в далекому від 
України Едмонтоні, українська 
патріотична громада його знову 
вшанувала. І так, Клюб україн- 
ських професіоналістів i підпри- 
ємців (КУПІП), на спілку з 
Канадським інститутом українсь -- 
ких студій (КТУС), відмітив 190-- 
у річницю народження Шевченка 
вже тридцять восьмою T.3.B. 
?Шевченківською лекцією), а Бд- 
монтонський відділ Конгресу ук- 
раїнців Канади (ЕВ КУК), на 
спілку із Українським музичним 
товариством Альберти (УМТА), 
окремим концертом. Шевченків- 
ська лекція, на тему "парадоксів 
теперішньої Української держа- 
ви", як звичайно, відбулася на 
Альбертському університеті, 12- 
го березня, а виголосив її гість- 
професор пропам'ятного фонду 
im. Івана Коляски, знаний полі- 
тичний коментатор, редактор і 
журналість з України, Микола 
Рябчук. "Шевченківський кон- 
церт" відбувся два дні пізніше в 
домі української молоді (ДУМ), в 
неділю 14 березня, на якому д-р 
Денис Глинка з Вінніпегу говорив 
на тему "Тарас Шевченко у 
світовій музиці". Той же д-р Глин-- 
ка виступив ще раз в ДУМ 16-го 
березня, вже з довшою доповіддю 


назгадану тему, зупиняючись 30K— 
рема на таких знаних російських 


soma si 


Ансамбль бандуристів при СУМІ. 


Д-р Денис Глинка 


композиторах, що їх інспірував 
Щевченко, як Глінка, Мусорг- 
ський, Чайковський, Рахманінов i 
Прокофієв. До речі, завдяки 
техніці 21-го сторіччя, ім'я Шев- 
ченка на "інтернеті", тзв. "Гугл", 
згадується в різних контекстах 
вже понад 23,000 разів - казав д- 
р Глинка. 

Я не буду зупинятися над 3Mic— 
том доповідей, хоч які вони були 
цікаві (до речі, обі в англійській 
мові), але розкажу про самий кон - 
церт. І так, почався він "Запо- 
вітом" Шевченка, який відспівали 
присутні під акомпаніямент 
Оксани Осташевської на форте- 
піяні. Після того виступила рідна 
школа парафії св. Юрія Пере- 
можця, в числі 70 школярів, з 
трьома точками: піснями "Зоре 
моя вечірняя" Т. Шевченка і "Коб- 
зарі" В. Скоморовського, 3 тою ж 
O. Осташевською при фортепіяні, 
та деклямацією незнаного автора 
"Про дідуся Тараса". В наші часи 
виступи дітей і молоді вже не є на 
такому самому мистецькому рівні 
як були колись, але треба й так 


ПУ 


Богу дякувати, що ще маємо в 
Канаді молодечі організації, рідні 
і двомовні школи (в Америці вже 
їх починають, на жаль, закри- 
вати), а як виступають діти й мо-- 
лодь, то є на концерті й багато po— 
дичів - тож заля ДУМ була 
вщерть заповнена. Далі щиро 
привітав присутніх голова ЕВ 
КУК Микола Воротиленко, а 
голова Шевченківської Фундації 
ays. Андрій Гладишевський пові-- 
домив про конкурс фундації на Ha— 
писання книжки на тему Шев- 
ченка. З черги молоденька Лариса 
Гекер заграла на фортепіяні "Ук- 
раїнську думку ч. 1” В. А. При- 
совського, дитячий драматичний 
гурток "Джерело" при ОУК YHO, 
під мистецьким керівництвом 
учительки Олі Миц (із Миколою 
Никифоруком на баяні) з MoHTa— 
жем деклямацій і піснями під заг. 
"Слово кобзаря", "Мені 13-й ми- 
нало?", "Лілея" i тд., а Галя Цар, 
по-мистецьки відчитала поему Т. 
Шевченка "На вічну пам'ять Кот- 
ляревському". 

Після цих точок, ансамбль бан-- 
дуристів при СУМІ, під дири- 
гентурою д-ра Андрія Горнятке-- 
вича, заграв "Думи мої" і "Топо- 
лю?, обі в арр. Г. Китастого і 
"Встає хмара з-за лиману", варр. 
В. Ємця. Згаданий д-р Д. Глинка 
прочитав свою доповідь, а Оля 
Миц прочитала, що сказав про 
Шевченка поет Назим Хікмет, а 
він між іншим сказав: "Є поети 
одного села, одного міста і одної 
країни, але Щевченко є поетом 
всіх сіл, всіх міст, всіх країн". На 
кінець виступив Едмонтонський 
мужеський хор під диригентурою 
Ореста Солтикевича, з двома rap— 
ними піснями на слова Шевченка: 
"Ой у полі могила», муз. К. Сте- 
ценка і "Бандуристе, орле сизий", 
в обр. Я. Орлова, (соліст - Тарас 
Байдала, на баяні - Гриць Малю-- 
жинський), аголова УМТА Люба 
Бойко-Бел подякувала виконав- 
цям і учасникам концерту 3a спів-- 
працю i участь. За текстом Галі 
Котович програмою керував Po— 
ман Васараб. Концерт закінчився 
національним славнем "Ще не 
вмерла Україна", яка, головно 
завдяки Шевченкові і його пос- 
лідовникам, нарешті стала віль- 
ною і вженіколи, віримо, не зник - 
не з лиця землі. 
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Calgary’s Tryzub ‘‘Awakening”’ 
audiences from Canada to Australia 


Cont. from Р. 13 
has accompanied local dance groups and toured with 
his musicians (which at times numbered 12 or more) 
extensively across Australia. He currently holds Aus- 
tralian Arts Council funding with his latest musical 
product “‘Streetfire”, featuring his lifelong university 
friend Wright. Wright is a music professor with the Uni- 
versity of Western Australia in Perth, and heads the 
string department. Other than his classical arrangements 
and piano sonatas, Gutej has produced some novel 
Ukrainian ‘techno’ numbers which are sure to raise the 
eyebrow of many a cultural traditionalist! 
“Something which must be emphasized is the sup- 
port and friendship provided by the local Australian- 
Ukrainian community in each city” said Doschak. 
Ukrainians the world over are thrilled to see their be- 
loved culture presented at its finest on the aggressive 
western performing arts platform, and the Australians 
supported us accordingly. But the extent to which they 
hosted us was simply outstanding! The local Ukrai- 
nian dancers and Ukrainian Association (known as the 
“hromada”) in each city opened their community cen- 
tres to meet Tryzub needs, be they to store costumes 
and props, organize billeting, conduct dance workshops 
with local Australian-Ukrainian dancers, or to host their 
Canadian guests. From an organizational perspective, 
the Australian Federation of Ukrainian Organizations, 


based in Melbourne, took a leading role in coordinat- 
ing the movement, communication, and promotion of 
the Canadian tour across the nation. The AFUO is an 
umbrella organization equivalent to our Ukrainian Ca- 
nadian Congress. 

Ukrainian Australians indeed are not strangers to our 
Canadian Ukrainian Diaspora. Many Australian cul- 
tural ensembles have performed and toured at our many 
Canadian festivals, such as Vegreville’s Pysanka, 
Dauphin’s Ukrainian Festival, and Winnipeg’s 
Folklorama. Australia has produced many fine en- 
sembles and artists, some of them internationally rec- 
ognized, such as the Kuban Cossacks (Koumpan broth- 
ers), bandura virtuoso Victor Mishalow, the ‘Ivasiuk 
choir’ — who championed the works of legendary 
Ukrainian composer Volodymyr Ivasiuk, who was mur- 
dered by the soviet KGB, and Sydney’s “Kolobok” — 
Australia’s first professional Ukrainian dance group 
which toured extensively in the 1970’s. Other house- 
hold names of Australian Ukrainian dance ensembles 
may be familiar with readers — Perth’s Roztiazhka 
Ukrainian Cossack dancers, Adelaide’s Kashtan Song 
& Dance Ensemble, Melbourne’s Bayda Kozaky, 
Verkhovyna, and Tavria, Lastivka from Geelong, and 
Sydney’s Veslka, Zahrava, and Cossack Brothers who 
performed at the opening ceremonies of the 2000 
Sydney Olympic games. 


Film director DeLeo calls ‘Chernobyl 
Heart’ hardest film she ever made 


By Jan Jun 

(RFE/RL)—Maryann DeLeo is 
an independent American film direc- 
tor, whose documentary “Chernobyl 
Heart” recently won an Academy 
Award for best short documentary 
film. The film focuses on the plight 
of children in Ukraine, Belarus, and 
parts of western Russia who were 
exposed to radiation from the 1986 
nuclear accident at Chornobyl in 
Ukraine. RFE/RL recently spoke to 
DeLeo by telephone and asked her 
how she felt about winning the Os- 
car. 

Maryann DeLeo: Sort of a 
miracle. It’s amazing. You know, 
this is not an easy film [to watch] 
because there are so many children 
who are sick and who are really hard 
to look at. I never thought anybody 
would want to see it. And the fact 
that people cared, and the fact that 
the Americans, the Academy, voted 
for it, I find it just a beautiful 
miracle. I am so happy.” 

DeLeo was then asked how the 
idea came to her to make the film in 
the first place. 

DeLeo: Looking back, I really 
think there was something about 
destiny in there. A friend of mine 
visited the United Nations and saw 
an exhibition that Adi Roche [the 
executive director of the Chornobyl 
Children’s Project] and the 
Chornobyl] Children’s Project orga- 
nized. My friend was so angry and 
upset at what he saw [because he be- 
lieved] that everyone had forgotten 
about Chernobyl. That he did not 
know that this was happening. He 
kind of sent me to look at the exhib- 
its, and then someone else told me 
that, oh, you should make a film. 
And then the door started to open. I 
really feel like it was not me. It was 
something guiding me. And that’s 
how it happened. 

DeLeo was asked if she faced any 
specific problems working in a re- 
strictive country such as Belarus. 
Did she experience any difficulties 
when the filming started? 

DeLeo: I was fortunate, because 
Adi Roche has been going to 
Belarus for maybe 12 or 13 years. 
She has good relationships with the 


people there and everyone knows 
that she is there to help the people. 
So we had an easy time, and all the 
people in hospitals and, I think, ev- 
erybody felt that we were there for 
a good reason. 

DeLeo was asked what she 
thought of sanitary conditions in 
Belarus and the plight of the chil- 
dren. 

DeLeo: It is pretty shocking, and 
I think the Belarusians are kind of 
overwhelmed. There are so many in- 
stitutions and so many kids, and they 
are just lacking in so many things. 
In one of the hospitals there was just 
one nurse on duty for the whole hos- 
pital, and a lot of kids are not in good 
situations, which is not enough care. 
I mean the people there are doing 
the best they can, but they need 
money, they need help, they need a 
lot of things. 

DeLeo was asked if making such 
a difficult film had changed her as a 
person. 

DeLeo: Yes, [I am] definitely 
changed. It was the hardest film 
I’ve ever made. I’ve been doing this 
for 20 years, and I really struggled 
with this film. I did want to show 
hope in the midst of all the diffi- 
culties. I think, finally, I achieved 
that with the heart surgeon in the 
film who does operate on some of 
the kids, and they manage to sur- 
vive, and so І think that’s the hope 
that we can all help each other. But 
it’s very hard to look at kids who 
are sick. You have to have a rea- 
son, but I think the reason is that 
we need to know that radiation is 
still affecting millions of people 
since that accident. 

She says she sometimes had dif- 
ficulty hiding her emotions in front 
of the children. 

DeLeo: I tried to focus on what- 
ever good moments there were. Re- 
ally, they didn’t want anything from 
me, they just wanted somebody to 
be there with them, to see them blow 
bubbles, and they were happy. So, I 
think, maybe, I didn’t pretend but I 
held back some of my feelings, and 
waited till I was alone in my room, 
before I really wept for them and 
their situation. 


During the filming of the movie, 
DeLeo also received a small amount 
of radiation poisoning. 

DeLeo: [It] was a small dose, and 
I was only in Belarus for a short 
time. And I think I am okay now. 
There are people living with that 
every day. Our translator, she has 
some Cesium-137 [radioactive ele- 
ment] and she says: “Look, there is 
not much I can do, I live here, I can’t 
go anywhere, and I just have to do 
the best I can.’ 
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Загальні Збори ОУК в Едмонтоні 


i 


Лілія Суха 

Щовесни зацві- 
тають i відцвіта- 
ють сади, що- 
осені визрівають 
в тих садах, у 
полях і гаях го- 
ріхи, ягоди i 
червонобокі яб-- 
лука. Літо 3a po— 
ком рік купає 
світ у медовому 
золоті соняшн- 
ого тепла; бри- 
нить славнем 
невтомній праці 
з кольорових 
пелюсток квітів 
пісня бджоли. 
День за днем 
людська душа і 
розум, базую- 
чись на праце- 
любстві, допит- 
ливості, творчих 
злетах і знаннях, 
ростять у собі 
зразки трудових 
подвигів, патрі- 


Члени ОУК в Едмонтоні. 


отизму, слова 
пісень, музику, мрію, любов, дружбу і вірність, 
необхідність спілкування і співпраці. А швидко- 
плинний час, невтомно перетворюючись в дні, пори 
року, роки і століття, перевіряє і непідкупно оцінює 
справи людських рук, душ і розуму, їх істину Bap— 
тість і необхідність. І так неперервно за роком рік, 
а кожен рік - як маленький крок із минулого в май-- 
бутнє. Проминув ще один рік спільних справ, друж-- 
би, цікавих програм i зустрічей Організації Українок 
Канади в Едмонтоні. 

29 лютого відбулися річні збори Організації Укра- 
їнок Канади ім. Ольги Басараб в Едмонтоні. Жінки, 
які належать до організації зібралися в цей день не 
тільки підвести підсумки своєї праці та вибрати нову 
управу, але й поспілкуватися. Відчувався патріотизм 
та високе почуття відповідаль- 
ності, за все, що доля їм дарує. Усі 
вони щасливі з того, що роблять 
справу за покликом серця. 

Збори розпочалися молитвою, 
яка продовжилася вшануванням 
пам'яті членкинь, які відійшли у 
вічність. Незабули і нашу патрон- 
ку- національну героїню Ольгу 
Басараб. Леся Петрів розповіла 
про її зворушливу біографію. Сім- 
десят років минуло від тоді, як 
звірські була замучена молода, 
мужня патріотка України. Дев'ять 
днів її допитувала польська полі- 
ція, жорстоко катувала та знуща- 
лася, як могла. Але вона не зрадила 
своїх друзів. І радість, і силу, і 
мужність свого життя зложила на 
вівтарі найвищої любові Ольга 
Басараб. Вмираючи за волю Укра- 
їни, за краще майбутнє свого наро- 
ду, Ольга написала своє останнє 
бажання- заклик до боротьби про- 
ти ворогів кров'ю на стіні: " Уми- 
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раю замучена, помстіть. 

Лілія Суха прочитала вірш Юрія Клена "Помоли-- 
мось", в якому автор схиляє голову перед усіма 
мужніми жінками, які віддали своє життя за волю 
українського народу. Вірш "В поклоні знаним і He3— 
наним" прозвучав у виконанні Марії Мирутенко. 

Головою зборів було вибрано Олю Цибульську та 
секретарем зборів - Тамару Воротиленко. Звітували 
комісії про свою працю протягом року, дискутували 
над новими питаннями, та жартували. Відчувалася 
активна діяльність, добре організована робота, чітке 
планування на протязі року, а також пунктуальність 
і узгодженість між головою і членами ОУК. 

Радісно привітала голова ОУК Люба Бойко-Белл 
нових членів: Марію Мирутенко, Аллу Семенко та ~ 
Дарцю Васараб-Ролланд. Наша організація живе, діє 
і зростає за рахунок вступу нових жінок. 

Вибрано нову управу ОУК в Едмонтоні: Голова — 
Люба Бойко-Белл, Заступник голови - Слава Йопик, 
Протокольна секретарка - Тамара Воротиленко, 
Кореспонденційна секретарка - Люба Федущак, 
Скарбник- Кеті Бел-рабко, Скарбник касіно - Оля 
Цибульська, Телефоністка і архіви - Люба Куць. 

До складу Культурно-Освітнього Комітету увій-- 
шли Люба Бойко-Белл, Слава Йопик, Славка Гла- 
дун, Люба Куць та Стефанія Геврик; Контрольної 
Комісії- Ганя Стівен, Маруся Залуцька та Віра 
Ткачук; Господарчої Комісії- Марія Гошко, Наталка 
Коваль та Леся Петрів. 

Невтомну працю членкинь відзеркалили цікаві 
події та концерти, що відбулися протягом року в залі 
УНО. Можливо були і якісь недоліки, але хто їх 
немає. Усім нам потрібно зрозуміти одне, що роб-- 
лять все це жінки ОУК не для слави своєї, а для 
розвитку української громади. В умовах англомов-- 
ного світу своєї Батьківщини, у якій вони знаходять 
розуміння своєї потреби духовної єдності з рідним 
народом, члени ОУК виховують нове покоління, яке 
пронесе через усе життя найдорожчий скарб - рідне 
слово, традиції та українську культуру. 


УКРАЇНИ -- 
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Свято Тараса Шевченка у Вербасі 


(Інфо служба Товариства " Просвіта") - 
У місті Вербас (Автономний край Воєво- 
дина, Сербія) 27 березня організовано 
Вечір Тараса Шевченка у рамках березне-- 
вих свят відзначення пам'яті 190 річниці 
його народження. 

Організатором виступила Вербаська Фі- 
лія Товариства української мови, літера- 
тури і культури "Просвіта" а у програмі бу- 
ли вірші, пісні на слова Шевченка а вико- 
нано і сценку із життя малого Тараса. Пре- 
зентовано і документально-художній 
фільм про Шевченка а розділено 1 друко- 
ване видання-зошит про життя і творчість 
Тараса Шевченка. 

Учасники програми є учні, котрі вивча- 


ють українську мову у школах Вербасу, 
Згромадження Сестер Служебниць Пре- 
чистої Діви Марії, хор Товариства "Кар- 
natu” 3 Вербасу та активисти Товариства 
"Просвіта". 

Вечорі Тараса Шевченка це традиційна 
маніфестація 1 у цьому осередку, вже деся- 
тиліттями організовується, а з 1989 року. 
від заснування Товариства "Просвіта", 
кожного року. 

Гостями Вечора Шевченка були заступ- 
ник мера міста Вербас Светіслав Долапчев, 
делегація Посольства України перші сек- 
perapi Юрій Лисенко, Анатолій Старос- 
тенко та голова економічної місії Посоль- 
ства Сергій Дрозд. 
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Loose nukes and al- Qaeda 


By Taras Kuzio 

(Terrorism Monitor)—In an ar- 
ticle in the January-February issue 
of Foreign Affairs, Graham Allison, 
director of the Belfer Centre for Sci- 
ence and International Affairs at 
Harvard University’s Kennedy 
School of Government, pointed out 
that nearly each month someone is 
“apprehended trying to smuggle or 
steal nuclear materials or weapons.” 
The last incident, in February, in- 
volved a former Soviet intelligence 
officer attempting to smuggle plu- 
tonium-239, cesium-137 and ura- 

nium across the Ukrainian-Hungar- 
ian border. The current U.S. Ambas- 
sador to Japan warned “there could 
be 40,000 nuclear weapons, or 
maybe 80,000 in the former Soviet 
Union, poorly controlled and poorly 
stored...” Half of the Soviet arse- 
nal, Allison argues, “remains inad- 
equately secured.” 

Potential “loose nukes” suppliers 
include Russia, Ukraine, Belarus 
(led by Europe’s last dictator, 
Alyaksandr Lukashenka) and the 
Transdniester enclave of Moldova. 
Of these potential sources, Belarus 
and Transdniester are aligned with 
Russia and are propped up finan- 
cially by Moscow. 

From 1996 to 2000, Pakistan 
spent US$800 million on Ukrainian 
arms and military equipment, mak- 
ing it one of the largest purchasers 
of Ukrainian armaments. The bulk 
of this expenditure went to the pur- 
chase of 300 T-80YD tanks. In June 
2002, a Pakistani delegation visited 
Ukraine, seeking to modernize its T- 
69 and T-72 tanks as well as its U.S. 
_F16 and Russian SU-27 aircraft. A 

1055100 million deal was signed for 
Ukraine to deliver 285 engines for 
tanks. Close military links between 
Ukraine and Pakistan have inevita- 
bly raised the question of whether 
there were also Ukrainian military 
links with the Taliban regime in Af- 
ghanistan, which was backed by 
Saudi funds and Pakistani person- 
nel and political support. 

In January of 2002 reports sur- 
faced in a number of Western me- 
dia, including Der Spiegel, that 
Ukrainian T-55 tanks had ended up 
in Afghanistan via Pakistan. Der 
Spiegel pointed to Leonid and 
Andrei Derkach as being behind the 
military shipments to Afghanistan. 
Leonid Derkach headed the Secu- 
rity Service of Ukraine (SBU) from 

. 1997-2002, during which time the 
SBU was heavily involved in such 
illegal arms transactions. His son, 
Andrei, is implicated in many other 
arms scandals that involve such no- 
torious gunrunners as Leonid Minin. 

In July 2000, Ukrainian President 
Leonid Kuchma authorized the sale 
of Kolchuga radars to Iraq. Presi- 
dential security service officer 
Mykola Melnychenko, disgusted at 
high-level corruption, illicitly taped 
Kuchma’s office. Melnychenko fled 
from Ukraine in November of 2000 
and received political asylum in the 
United States in April of the follow- 
ing year. He now lives in Washing- 
ton, DC. 

In addition to the Derkachs, an- 
other highly compromised Ukrai- 
nian oligarch involved in illegal 
arms trafficking was Vadym 
Rabinovych. Despite his status as 
persona non grata in the United 
States since 1995, links between 
Kuchma and Rabinovych continue 
to remain close. During Kuchma’s 


stay in a private hospital at Baden- 
Baden, Germany, in late December- 
early January, Rabinovych was one 
of his select visitors. Natalia 
Ligachova, editor of the Ukrainian 
Telekritika, described Rabinovych 
as someone who can be “used by the 
presidential administration, thanks 
to his not-quite-transparent busi- 
nesses, arms sales and former links 
with the KGB in the Soviet era”. 

A Rabinovych proxy organization 
brought charges of anti-Semitism 
against Silski Visti, Ukraine’s only 
large opposition newspaper, forcing 
the publication to close and thereby 
denying opposition access to media 
outlets during this year’s presiden- 
tial elections. Interpol police files 
obtained by PBS Frontline/World 
prove Rabinovych’s ties to orga- 
nized crime and his involvement in 
money laundering and arms traffick- 
ing. His ties to Victor Bout and 
Minin are well documented. 

Der Spiegel mentions Rabino- 
vych as a middle man working with 
the Derkachs between the Ukrainian 
arms exporter (Ukrspetseksport) and 
the SBU (then run by L. Derkach) 
to the Pakistanis and the Taliban. A 
former Russian border troop officer 
and a Pakistani ISI defector have 
confirmed this network. In June 
1999, Rabinovych became persona 
non grata in Ukraine at the urging 
of then National Security and De- 
fence Council (NRBO) Secretary 
Volodymyr Horbulin. SBU Chair- 
man Derkach intervened on 
Rabinovych’s behalf and succeeded 
in having his pariah status rescinded. 
Rabinovych in the meantime took 
up Israeli citizenship. The NRBO 
under Horbulin’s successor, Yevhen 
Marchuk (defence minister since 
2003), continues to publicly wrangle 
with the Derkachs over their in- 
volvement in illegal arms traffick- 
ing. 

But, as has always been the case 
in Ukraine under Kuchma, no oli- 
garch has ever been brought to trial 
for arms trafficking, let alone cor- 
ruption. The only occasion when 
oligarchs have been targeted is when 
they have gone into opposition to 
Kuchma (e.g., Pavlo Lazarenko and 
Yulia Tymoshenko). 

With Ukraine closely involved in 
supplying arms to Pakistan begin- 
ning in 1996, and possibly the 
Taliban regime as well, it is not sur- 
prising that further allegations have 
surfaced concerning links to al- 
Qaeda. The most recent were reports 
of nuclear materials supplied to al- 
Qaeda by Ukraine. 

The Financial Times reported that 
a Taliban-al-Qaeda delegation vis- 
ited Ukraine in September 1999, 
headed by Taliban deputy foreign 
minister Abdul-Rahman Zahed. The 
ties established in 1999, a year be- 
fore UN sanctions were imposed on 
Afghanistan, continued at least un- 
til Sept 11, 2001. 

A former Soviet air force officer 
and notorious illegal arms trafficker, 
Victor Bout runs most of his busi- 
ness operations from the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), operating 
between forty and sixty aircraft (in- 
cluding the largest Antonov cargo 
fleet in the world) and employing 
300. One of Bout’s airfreight com- 
panies air-lifted Rabinovych’s 
weaponry from the UAE. Sheikh 
Abdullah bin Zayed bin Saqr al 
Nayhan, former UAE Ambassador 
to the United States and a member 


of the UAE ruling family, remains a 
close business associate of Bout. 

Bout’s links to the Taliban go back 
to the mid 1990s, when a transport 
plane intended for the Northern Al- 
liance government of Burhanuddin 
Rabbani landed in Taliban-con- 
trolled territory. Bout immediately 
began selling Rabinovych’s arms to 
the Taliban and al-Qaeda, and con- 
tinued right up to 9/11. British in- 
telligence (MI6/SIS) had been moni- 
toring Bout since 1999. A British 
official said, “The evidence as- 
sembled is persuasive. He has a go- 
anywhere, supply-anything outfit 
that fuels war and terrorism”. Brit- 
ish Foreign Office Minister Peter 
Hain claimed Bout “was also sup- 
plying the Taliban and al-Qaeda. He 
must be put out of business.” 

More serious charges concern 
possible nuclear trafficking. Al- 
though tactical and strategic nuclear 
weapons were removed from 
Ukraine in 1992 and 1996, respec- 
tively, not all nuclear materials have 
been accounted for. In 1994 a Ukrai- 
nian nuclear scientist offered U.S. 
officials the opportunity to purchase 
165 pounds of weapons-grade ura- 
nium, sufficient for three nuclear 
bombs. The United States declined. 

The scientist, then working at the 
obscure Kharkiv Institute of Phys- 
ics and Technology, admitted at the 
time that, “It’s lightly guarded”. 
Two-thirds of the staff had been laid 
off and the remainder were paid poor 
salaries. Formerly a major scientific 
research arm of the Soviet Union’s 
nuclear weapons industry, the 
Kharkiv Institute used to employ 
some 6,000. So where has all of this 
nuclear material gone to in the time 
since the Soviet collapse? In 2002 
the Washington Post quoted William 
Potter, director of the Monterey 
Center for Nonproliferation Studies, 
as believing “It represents a major 
terrorist and proliferation target...” 

These concerns should be borne 
in mind when two February reports 
appeared in the London-based Al- 
Hayat newspaper alleging that al- 
Qaeda obtained tactical nuclear 
weapons or “suitcase bombs” from 
Ukraine. The reports claimed that 
Ukrainian scientists visited 
Kandahar in 1998 and met senior al- 
Qaeda figures. U.S. intelligence 
agents “learned about the affair and 
were able to immediately track the 
deal all the way to Ukraine,” accord- 
ing to Al-Hayat. Publicly at least, 
U.S. officials have remained skep- 
tical about the new claims. Not sur- 
prisingly, Russia has come to the 
rescue of its ally, President Kuchma, 
backing the official claim that all 
nuclear weapons were transferred to 
Russia in 1992-1996. As usual, the 
Ukrainian authorities also dismissed 
these reports as “Totally groundless 
and surprising”. 

Nevertheless, we should not rush 
to dismiss these claims, however 
sensational they may be. Two years 
earlier, in September 2002, Ukrai- 
nian Communist Party leader Petro 
Symonenko alleged that only 2,200 
of the 2,400 tactical nuclear war- 
heads that Ukraine inherited from 
the USSR were transferred to Rus- 
sia іп 1992, while 200 remained un- 
accounted for. Nor did Ukrainian 
Deputy Parliamentary Speaker 
Adam Martyniuk, also a Commu- 
nist, rule out the Al-Hayat reports 
completely. 

The new claims made in Al-Hayat 


about al-Qaeda obtaining nuclear 
materials from Ukraine seem at first 
glance to be unlikely and the two 
stories seem, therefore, to have been 
planted by an unknown group or 
country. Nevertheless, three factors 
should be kept in mind. 

Firstly, Ukraine has a very poor 
record in illegal arms trafficking. 
Not a single Ukrainian arms traf- 
ficker has been prosecuted domes- 
tically. These arms traffickers had, 
and continue to have, close ties to 
President Kuchma, as evidenced by 
his recent meeting with Rabinovych. 

Secondly, the international com- 
mission that visited Ukraine in Oc- 
tober 2002 to investigate charges 
that її supplied Kolchugas to Iraq 
concluded that Ukraine’s arms ex- 


port controls were poor. During L. 
Derkach’s chairmanship of the SBU 
from 1997-2002, Ukraine developed 
close military ties with Pakistan. 

Thirdly, the chronology of events 
shows that during this same period 
Ukraine broadened these military 
ties. Bout had ties to the Taliban 
from 1995-1996. Ukrainian scien- 
tists may have visited the Taliban 
and al-Qaeda in 1998, and a Taliban- 
al-Qaeda delegation reportedly vis- 
ited Ukraine in 1999. The Bout- 
Rabinovych arms export business 
alliance is known to have supplied 
military equipment to the Taliban 
from 1999-2001. All this should 
raise concems for those monitoring 
al-Qaeda attempts at obtaining 
nuclear capabilities. 
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We extend greetings on the Easter Day to the all 
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CHRIST HAS RISEN! 


Staff & Administration 
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|| CHRIST IS RISEN! 


On the feast of the glorious Resurrection of our Lord, Jesus 
Christ, Easter greetings to our hierarchy, clergy, religious, 
and faithful and our sincerest best wishes for a happy and 
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May the Risen Christ Bless You All! 


+ Lawrence Huculak, OSBM 
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Українська влада обурена заявою 
грузинського президента про 
аджарських найманців 


Михайло Мигалисько, Радіо Свобода 

У зв'язку із заявою президента Грузії Михаїла 
Саакашвілі про те що "є інформація, що в Аджарію 
намагаються привезти найманців 13- за кордону" 
зокрема з Чечні та України, до Міністерства закор- 
донних справ України 24-го березня ввечері 
викликали посла Грузії в Києві Грігола Катамадзе. 
Згідно з прес-релізом міністерства, "українська сто- 
рона обурена твердженням Саакашвілі" й "зажадала 
відгрузинської сторони негайних роз'яснень з цього 
приводу". За повідомленнями з Тбілісі "роз'яснення 
уже передане, справа знята з порядку денного ". 

Грузинський лідер Mixein Саакашвілі від моменту 
обрання його президентом намагається підпоряд-- 
кувати центральній владі лідерів автономних perio— 
нів цієї країни. Зокрема гострими є протистояння 
із керівником Аджарії Асланом Абашидзе. Нещо- 
давно проти провінції було запроваджено коротко-- 
термінову економічну блокаду. 23-го березня влада 
у Тбілісі скасувала дипломатичні паспорти 400 
аджарським представникам та їхнім сім'ям. А 24- 
го березня Саакашвілі перестеріг аджарських керів- 
ників у Батумі не допускати до того, щоб їхні неза- 
конні збройні формування були поповнені 
іноземними бойовиками. 

"Є інформація про те, що в Аджарію намагаються 
привезти найманців із-за кордону", - заявив 
Саакашвілі і попередив: "Раджу Аслану Абашидзе 
навіть не думати про це. Бо якщо в Аджарію прибуде 
хоча б один іноземний найманець - з Чечні чи з 
України чи ще звідкись, то обіцяю, що це закін- 
читься трагічно для властей автономної республіки 
та найманців". 

В результаті цієї заяви до МЗС України було 
викликано посла Грузії Грігола Катамадзе, а 
заступник Міністра закордонних справ Володимир 
Єльченко сказав грузинському дипломату, що укра-- 
їінська сторона обурена твердженнями М.Саакашвілі 
про те, що начебто керівництво Аджарії веде 
переговори з питання найму певних осіб в Україні й 
у Чечні для поповнення своїх банд формувань". 


"Українська сторона категорично відкидає навіть 
гіпотетичну можливість такої постановки питання 
новим грузинським керівництвом", - наголосив 
Єльченко і зажадав відгрузинської сторони негайних 
роз'яснень з цього приводу. В інтерв'ю радіо "Сво-- 
бода" посолГрузії в Києві Грігол Катамадзе пояснив, 
що зразу після цієї зустрічі, ще 24-го березня вечір 
відбувся брифінг президента Саакашвілі. 

"Сьогодні вранці я знову говорив з Міністерством 
закордонних справ України й пояснив, що дослівно 
сказав президент Саакашвілі. Це було сприйнято 
нормально. И немає якоїсь надзвичайної проблеми. 
Вони, українські представники, хотіли знати, на яких 
джерелах базується ця інформація, і вони бажають, 
щоб все було детально перевірене", - зазначив 
грузинський дипломат. 

Як сказав 25-то березня в інтерв'ю радіо "Свобо-- 
да" грузинський експерт Коба Ліклікадзе, роз'яс- 
нення у тій справі передала також міністр із зовніш-- 
ніх справ Грузії Саломе Зурабашвілі послу України 
у Тбілісі. Згідно з офіційними джерелами, це, за 
словами грузинської сторони , "мале непорозуміння 
зняте з порядку денного". А про те, чому власне 
дійшло до такої різкої реакції з боку України, яка 
вважається стратегічним партнером Грузії, експерт 
Ліклікадзе сказав: 

"Справа в тому, що, як кажуть росіяни, собака 
зарита в тому, що президент Грузії не уточнив, кого 
він мав на увазі: чи йшлося про найманців зі 
звичайних громадян, які воюють в гарячих точках 
(50 українців воювали в Грузії на стороні грузин- 
ських військ в абхазькому конфлікті), чи йшлося 
про людей з офіційних структур. Ймовірно, він мав 
на увазі так званих добровольців. А відсутність цієї 
точності викликала непорозуміння з боку офіцій- 
ного Києва", - зазначив грузинський експерт. 

Тим часом міністр внутрішніх справ Аджарської 
автономії Джемал Гогітідзе заперечив, що існує 
намір керівництва автономії ввести до Аджарії 
найманців із Чечні та України. Він вважає, що для 
цих заяв немає жодних підстав. 


Медики Івано-Франківська 
стурбовані зростанням кількості 
жінок, хворих на рак молочної залози 


Іван Костюк, Радіо Свобода 

Медики обласного центру Прикарпаття звертають 
увагу влади на те, що постійно зростає кількість 
жінок, хворих на рак молочної залози. Лікарі ствер-- 
джують, що ця хвороба практично не виліковна, 
навіть якщо її виявити на ранніх стадіях. Причинами 
загострення цієї проблеми медики називають 
соціальну нестабільність, погане харчування, 
проблеми з екологією. 

Згідно із статистикою, щогодини в Україні поми- 
рає жінка від раку молочної залози. За цим захворю-- 
ванням Україна впевнено посідає перше місце серед 
європейських країн. На Прикарпатті кількість жі- 
нок, хворих на рак молочної залози, за останні 10 
років збільшилась удвічі. В Івано-Франківську лише 
минулого року виявлено 70 випадків цього захворю-- 
вання. Медики вже неодноразово звертались до вла-- 
ди звернути увагу на цю гостру проблему. На їхнє 
переконання, необхідно збільшити фінансування 
підготовки лікарів-мамологів, які здатні кваліфі- 
ковано обстежити кожну жінку в регіоні. На жаль, 
медики констатують, що за відсутності належної 
профілактичної роботи кожна четверта жінка звер-- 
тається до них за допомогою лише на останній стадії 
захворювання. Лікування таких жінок у 40 разів 
дорожче, аніж тоді, коли рак молочної залози вияв-- 
лено на ранній стадії. Однак медики переконані, рак 
молочної залози потрібно не лікувати, а запобігати 
йому, адже це захворювання практично не виліковне. 
На цьому наголошує міський онколог Олена Воло-- 
щук: "Практично він не виліковується. Зрозумійте, 
навіть якщо перша стадія, забирають молочну 
залозу, але жінка може й через 10, i через 15, і через 
20 років померти від тих метастазів. Виникає сукуп-- 
ність якихось факторів. Цей метастаз осідає відпо-- 
відно або в печінці, або в легенях. Це стається час- 
тіше всього, залежно від локалізації. Або в мозку. І, 
на жаль, жінка все одно рано чи пізно, якщо не 
померла від серцево-судинних захворювань. Вона 
помре від раку". Медики наголошують, що рак 
непомітно розвивається в організмі людини до деся-- 
ти років. Активізується він лише після цього пері-- 


оду. Отож вони закликають жінок не чекати на хіру-- 
ргічне втручання, а самим проводити профілактичні 
огляди. Причинами виникнення захворювання вони 
вважають важкі соціальні умови в державі, погане 
харчування, куріння та вживання алкоголю. Для 
прикладу статистика свідчить, що на Прикарпатті 
зараз курить кожна четверта жінка. Медики також 
наголошують, що в місцевому медичному універ-- 
ситеті варто було б відкрити спеціальний фах для 
підготовки лікарів-мамологів. Дотепер такої спе-- 
ціальності не існує. Мамологами стають медики 
іншої спеціалізації, здобуваючи додатковий фах 
факультативно. Рак молочної залози поки що 
неможливо ефективно лікувати. Однак, як впевнені 
медики, йому можна запобігати, як це робиться в 
сусідніх європейських країнах. 


Туберкульоз в Україні 


'небезпечніший за СНІД! 


(ВВС Окгаїпіап)- -Цінуймо кожен подих - під 
таким гаслом ВООЗ проходить День боротьби з 
туберкульозом. 

Фахівці застерігають про швидке поширення в 
Україні туберкульозу і закликають уряд зосередити 
ресурси на боротьбі з хворобою. 

Голова Українського Товариства Червоного 
Хреста Іван Усіченко сказав на зустрічі з 
журналістами, що становище з туберкульозом в 
Україні - гірше, ніж зі СНІДом. Більше українців є 
носіями туберкульозу, який поширюється швидше, 
ніж вірус імунодефіциту людини. 

Іван Усіченко заявив, що офіційна кількість носіїв 
туберкульозу в Україні - 760 тисяч - є применшеною 
втричі. 

Представники українського Центру Боротьби зі 
СНІДом зауважують, що з трьох тисяч померлих 
минулого року хворих на СНІД у половини 
причиною смерті став саме туберкульоз, з яким не 
справилася імунна система. 
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Hell, not home 


Canadians who returned to the U.S.S.R. felt duped 


By Mary Preston, Maclean's 

At the height of the Cold War in 1955, the Soviet 
Union unleashed a propaganda campaign urging expa- 
triates to return to their ancestral homes. Between 3,000 
and 15,000 Canadians responded to the emotional ap- 
peal before it ended around 1960, with most of them 
finding themselves, trapped, some for the rest of their 
lives, in a homeland they painfully learned was no 
longer a home. 

Among the victims was Boris Golik. In 1956, Golik, 
then 56, was enjoying a life of modest prosperity as a 
crane operator in Toronto, 27 years after leaving his 
Ukrainian village. But like many immigrants, he was 
self-conscious about his halting English, while his wife, 
Feodosia, suffered chronic homesickness. Encouraged 
by the “Retum to the homeland” propaganda and prom- 
ised by Soviet diplomats in Ottawa that they could al- 
ways go back to Canada, the Goliks sold their house, 
packed their things into 10 steamer trunks and left 
Canada on July 7. 

Reality blindsided them immediately. “He was com- 
pletely shattered,” says Golik’s daughter, Nadia, a fed- 
eral civil servant now living outside Ottawa. Anxious 
to return to Canada, Golik discovered it was difficult 
to exit his nightmare. It took him 17 years. 

Others had similar experiences. Valerie Wolchuk was 
24 when she left Winnipeg with her parents in 1956 to 
return to the Soviet Union. “It was like going from 
heaven to hell,” she later told Peter Roberts, who served 
in the Canadian embassy in Moscow in the late 1950s. 
Another naive returnee was Toronto’s Daniel Lenko, 
who raged at the deception. і 

“The image of the Iron Curtain became very real, 
and I realized we were behind it,’ Lenko’s son Jim, 
who accompanied his father at age 18, told Roberts, 
who died last November in the midst of compiling the 
homeland stories. 

Back in Canada, the returnees were soon forgotten. 
In a rare contemporary account, Blair Fraser, visiting 
Moscow, described them in a March 30, 1957, 
Maclean’s article as “among the sorriest people in (a 


country) that has no shortage of sorry people.” 

Meanwhile, Nadia Golik, who was 17 when her par- 
ents took her to the Soviet Union, began fighting to 
return “home.” Over several trips to the Canadian em- 
bassy, she was followed, snatched by the KGB, inter- 
rogated in isolation and warmed to abandon all efforts 
to leave. Nadia’s parents, resigned to their own fate, 
supported her. Canadian diplomats were sympathetic, 
but powerless. Then as now, Canadians abroad were 
subject to the laws of their host country. “I could do 
nothing for Nadia or for the trickle of other unfortu- 
nates who somehow got past the police to see us,” Rob- 
erts told Maclean’s before his death. 

The final word — nyet — belonged to the Russians. 
In 1957, Soviet foreign minister Andrei Gromyko called 
the returnees “chronic malcontents,” effectively end- 
ing all discussion of their potential return for 15 years. 
Jim Lenko recalled that Soviet immigration officials 
told him: “Your bones will rot here. You’ll never go 
back.” 

Fluency in English eventually landed Jim, Nadia and 
Valerie good jobs as interpreters and translators. But 
they remained outsiders. “We spoke with accents,” says 
Nadia. “We were always foreigners.” In 1972, Nadia, 
Jim and their Soviet spouses forced their way into the 
Canadian embassy and staged a three-day hunger strike, 
a month before the fabled hockey series, which helped 
draw media attention in Canada. Nadia finally received 
her coveted exit visa in 1973. Her parents, the Wolchuks 
and the Lenkos soon followed. They were the fortu- 
nate ones. 

According to Roberts, many returnees died of mal- 
nutrition, committed suicide or simply vanished. And 
the homeland return movement seemed fated to remain 
a lost chapter іп ап old war — until Roberts went to 
work. The Centre for Research on Canadian-Russian 
Relation at Carleton University is continuing that ef- 
fort. As Roberts put it: “I couldn’t do much for the re- 
turnees back in the 1950s, but I never forgot them and 
their stories. More than that, they are a part of history 
and they shouldn’t disappear from that.” 


« Ukraine book to focus on Alberta community 


(UkrNews)—Two authors from 
Ukraine recently toured Canada to 
gather information about a new 
book that will deal with the Ukrai- 
nian Canadian community. 

Tovarystvo Ukrayina veteran 
Stanislav Lazebnyk and Olha 
Havura told Ukrainian News that 
this book, which will be published 
by a state printing house in Ukraine 
in late summer, early fall will deal 
with the history of relations between 
the Ukrainian Canadian community 
and Ukraine, and will contain inter- 
views with Ukrainian Canadians 
representing different political 
views. 

Lazebnyk said the book, which 


Left to Roght: Yuri Moskal, Olha Havura, Stanislav Lazebnyk. 


will be published in conjunction 
with the Alberta Ukrainian Heritage 
Foundation (АЮНЕ) will deal 
mostly with the community in 
Alberta. 

During their visit to Canada, 
Lazebnyk and Havura met with 


members of the Canadian Institute 
of Ukrainian Studies, the provincial 
council of the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress, the provincial executive 
of the Association of United Ukrai- 
nian Canadians, The board of the 
AUHF, the Bishop Budka Society, 


Ukrainian Canadian Social Services 
(Edmonton) plus a number of other 
organizations. 

They also interviewed several 
current and former Alberta MLAs 
and cabinet ministers of Ukrainian 
origin. 


Ukrainian wages near lowest in Europe 


(Inside Ukraine Newsletter)—The Federation of 
European Employers, a Europe-wide association, on 
March 16 published a new report, “Wages in Europe.” 
The report rated the 46 European countries in regard to 
their average hourly payments for labor. 


Foreign Ministry monitoring cyanide 
spill in Danube tributary 

(Interfax-Ukraine)}—Ukraine’s Foreign Ministry said 
on March 23 it was closely monitoring the environ- 
mental effects of an accident in Romania, in which 
cyanide was released into a tributary of the Danube. 

The cyanide was released on March 18 near the Ro- 
manian city of Suceava, polluting the Siret River. The 
river flows into the Danube, which forms part of the 
border between Ukraine and Romania. 

The Ukrainian Embassy in Romania on March 19 
asked that country’s environment ministry to provide 
an assessment of the dangers following the spill, For- 
eign Ministry spokesman Markiyan Lubkivsky said. 


The highest payment level in all of Europe was in 
Denmark with an average hourly payment rate of 27.89 
euros. The report was based on a scale with Denmark’s 
payment rate evaluated at 100 percent. Russia occu- 
pied 40th place in the table with an average hourly la- 
bor rate that was 4 percent of that shown for Denmark. 

Ukraine was next to the bottom of the table with an 
hourly labor payment rate that was evaluated at 1 per- 
cent of the rate for Denmark. 

In all of the former Soviet republics, the only one 
that rated lower than Ukraine was Moldova. 


NATO enlargement welcomed 


(Interfax - Ukraine)—Ukraine welcomes NATO en- 
largement and sees itself among the Alliance members 
in future. 

This was said in а commentary of the Foreign Min- 
istry of Ukraine on the occasion accession of seven 
new states to NATO. Chief of Ukraine’s Foreign Min- 
istry press service Markiyan Lubkivsky read the com- 
mentary at a briefing on March 30. 


12304 - 107 Avenue NW 
Edmonton, АВ Т5М 121 
www, АппеМсі єї ап.са 


phone; 495-3122 
fax: 495-2598 
e-mail: McLellan.A@parl.ge.ca 


I wish everyone a Happy Easter 


Христос Воскрес! 


David Kilgour, mp. 
г Edmonton Southeast 
Happy Easter! 
Радісних Великодніх Свят! 


If you have a federal concern you 
want to discuss, please telephone 
your constituency office at: 
495-2149 or write to: 
#300, 8616 - 51 Ave. 
Edmonton, Alberta T6E 6E6 


Happy Easter! 
Веселих 
Великодніх Свят! 


Debby 
CARLSON, MLA. 


Edmonton Ellerslie 


Tel: (780) 414-2000 
Fax: (780) 414-6383 
E-mail: edmonton.ellerslie@assembly.ab.ca 


Constituency Office: 
1091 Knotitwood Rd. E. 
Edmonton,AB T6K 3N5 


ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС! 
Радісних Великодніх Свят! 
CHRIST IS RISEN! 


from 


ST. РЕТВО MOHYLA INSTITUTE | 
A Ukrainian Orthodox Students' Residence 


‘Ensuring Our Future Through Commitment to Youth” 


1240 Temperance St., Saskatoon, SK S7N OP1 
Tel.: (306) 653-1944 Fax: (306) 653-1902 
E-mail: mohyla@sasktel.net 


HAPPY EASTER! 


Запрошуємо поселятися в Інституті св. Володимира 
на 2004-05 навчальний рік 


Student residence in the heart of Toronto 

Across the street from U of T 

Convenient public transportation to most 
universities and colleges in Toronto 

Meal plan 

Internet access in every room 

Join any Ukrainian program in our cultural centre 
Make your own icon or pysanka, visit our museum 
or theatre, study Ukrainian 

Participate in our theatre group and numerous clubs 
Enjoy your life in the Ukrainian community 


ST.VLADIMIR INSTITUTE 
620 Spadina Ave. Ж Toronto * ON М55 2H4 
tel.: 416-923-3318 * fax: 416-923-8266 
e-mail: svi@stvladimir.ca 

View us on www.stvladimir.ca 


Веселих Свят Великодніх Свят! 


Yewchin's Funeral Chapel Ltd. 
Serving All Faiths in St. Paul & Area 
г Pre-arranged Funeral Plans « Cremation Available 
г Florals * Monuments ° Grave Covers 


Box425 645-5177 4201-50 Ave 


St. Paul 
TOA зло 1-888-645-5109 | 56- Paul 


“<® 24 Hours Service — John & Caroline Yewchin 


Happy Easter 
... to all our friends 
and benefactors 


Franciscan Sisters 
of the Atonement 


11035 - 92 Street 
& 9120 - 110 Ave 
422-7263 
Serving Edmonton through the 
Franciscan Sisters Benevolent Society Programs 
С.А.Р. Head Start 
Lurana Shelter 
Volunteer Opportunities 


ee | 
20303 - Meridian St. NE 
Edmonton, Alberta T5B 4K3 
ph. (780) 377-0277 


Established in 2000, St. Stephen's Cemetery serves the needs 
of families of all faiths in Edmonton and Northern Alberta. 


The Ukrainian Orthodox Gardens area is already in use and an 
interdenominational section is been established to provide an 
eternal resting place for Christians of all faiths. 


The Board extends Easter Greetings 
and best wishes to all. 


Theodore Hawrysh 
Chairman 


ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС! 


George Zaharia 
Aaministrator 


Korneil Ozipko 
Secretary 


- ВОЇСТИНУ ВОСКРЕС! 
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Веселих та щасливих 
Великодніх Свят! 


MUTUAL 


Benefit Association 
of St. Nicholas of Canada. 


УКРАЇНСЬКЕ ЗАПОМОГОВЕ БРАТСТВО 
СВ. МИКОЛАЯ В КАНАДІ 


804 Selkirk Avenue, Winnipeg, Manitoba R2W 246 
Ph: 582-4882 
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UOC-KP metropolitan dies 


(RISU.org.ua) — Metropolitan Yakiv (Ivan Panchuk) 
of Lutsk and Volyn of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church- 
Kyivan Patriarchate (UOC-KP) died after a serious ill- 
ness in Kyiv’s Pheophania hospital on March 16. Ac- 
cording to Fr. Yevstratii Zoria, press secretary of the 
UOC-KP, the late Metropolitan Yakiv was a great sup- 
porter of Patriarch Filaret, now head of the UOC-KP, 
in the attempt to create one national Ukrainian Ortho- 
dox Church. 

During Soviet times, Metropolitan Yakiv was dis- 
missed from his position as superior at the Росраїу 
Monastery and was not referred to as bishop because 
of his pro-Ukrainian views. 

The late Metropolitan Yakiv was ordained bishop of 


Pochaiv on Dec. 14, 1990 in the Church of St. 
Volodymyr in Kyiv when then-Metropolitan Filaret 
started work to establish a canonical and autocephalous 
Orthodox church. Metropolitan Yakiv remained faith- 
ful to the head of the UOC-KP despite repressions 
against him by the Russian Orthodox Church. 

Since 1996 Metropolitan Yakiv had headed the Lutsk 
and Volyn eparchy of the UOC-KP and was a member 
of that church’s Permanent Synod. He has received 
awards from many Orthodox churches for his signifi- 
cant work. 

The memorial service and funeral for the metropoli- 
tan were led by Patriarch Filaret in Holy Trinity Cathe- 
dral in Lutsk on March 20. 


UOC-KP Synod appoints new bishops 


(RISU.org.ua)—During a meeting on March 20 іп 
Lutsk, the Synod of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church- 
Kyivan Patriarchate, headed by Patriarch Filaret 
(Denysenko), appointed new bishops for the Volyn, 
Sumy and Okhtyrka, and Kharkiv and Bohodukhiv 
eparchies and introduced changes to the statutes of the 
St. Feodosii Monastery in Kyiv. 

Because of the death of Metropolitan Yakiv 
(Panchuk) of Lutsk and Volyn, the synod decided to 


appoint Metropolitan Danyil (Chokaliuk) of Rivne and 
Ostroh to take over the Volyn eparchy until a new hier- 
arch is appointed. 

In addition, Bishop Flavian (Pasichnyk) of Sumy and 
Okhtyrka was re-assigned; he will now be bishop of 
Kharkiv and Bohodukhiv. 

Bishop Mykhail (Zinkevych) of Chernihiv and 
Nizhyn was assigned to head the Sumy and Okhtyrka 
eparchy. 


Kharkiv/Poltava UAOC ready 
to restore communion 


(RISU.org.ua)—The Kharkiv and Poltava consistory 
of the Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church 
(UAOC) is ready to restore eucharistic communion with 
other eparchies after they overcome spiritual crises, re- 
vitalize church life and change the church’s leader. 

This announcement was made at a meeting of the 
Eparchial Sobor (assembly) of the Kharkiv and Poltava 
eparchy in St. Dymytrii’s Catechetical and Pastoral 
Center in Kharkiv on March 17. 

Archbishop Thor Isichenko of Kharkiv and Poltava 


of the UAOC stated that the strategic direction of the 
eparchy’s development yielded expected results. Accord- 
ing to him, the eparchy has managed to settle conflicts 
which broke out inside the church in 2000 and concen- 
trated on the spiritual development of the faithful. 

It was emphasized that the eparchy supports all ways 
of cooperation with churches of the apostolic tradition. 

Finally, the sobor decided to focus on concrete pas- 
toral activities and work on the formation of the har- 
monious individuality of every Christian. 


Justice minister cites religious statistics 


(RISU.org.ua)—Oleksandr Lavrynovych, minister of 
justice of Ukraine, cited some religious statistics in 
Ukraine for the year 2003. This news was posted on 
the rupor.org site on March 25. 

According to Minister Lavrynovych, almost 12,000 
foreign missionaries and religious activists visited 
Ukraine in 2003. He also announced that the religious 
network of Ukraine in 2003 increased by 1,200 reli- 
gious organizations. 

Minister Lavrynovych noted that the greatest num- 
ber of communities in Ukraine belong to the Ukrai- 
nian Orthodox Church-Moscow Patriarchate (UOC- 
MP), which is home to 10,310 communities. The Ukrai- 


nian Orthodox Church-Kyivan Patriarchate (UOC-KP) 
and the Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church 
(UAOC) have 3186 and 1107 communities respectively. 
The Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church (UGCC) is home 
to 3328 communities and the Roman Catholic Church 
(RCC) in Ukraine has 854 communities. 

In 2003, the number of UOC-MP parishes grew by 
360 new parishes, UOC-KP — by 167 new parishes, 
UAOC — by 21 new parishes, UGCC — by 31 new 
parishes, and RCC — by 14 new parishes. 

In early 2004, Ukraine is home to more than 27,500 
religious communities of traditional and new religions. 


New church-state relations plan presented 


(RISU.org.ua)—A working group for the prepara- 
tion of a plan of church-state relations at the Razumkov 
Centre for Economic and Political Research on March 
19 presented a new draft of the concept. As opposed to 
all the previous drafts, this one was worked out with 
the participation of representatives of religious organi- 
zations and therefore it took into consideration most of 
the wishes of churches. 

According to the press service of the Ukrainian Or- 
thodox Church-Moscow Patriarchate, the new plan has 
had no objections from any religions yet. It entails part- 
ner church-state relations and spells out all the basic 
rights and obligations of the two sides. 

In accordance with the plan, the church can provide 
religious education and establish general educational 


institutions of all levels. It can also perform other so- 
cial services, get the status of a legal entity and carry 
out agricultural activities. 

The biggest priorities in state policy towards the 
church are the real-term restitution of church property 
and the development and implementation of a protec- 
tion mechanism for the traditional religious culture in 
society. 

The plan has an appendix on basic terminology and 
notions as well as normative acts on freedom of con- 
science. 

If it is passed by the Ukrainian Parliament, this plan 
will become the foundation of a new law of Ukraine 
“On Freedom of Conscience and Religious Organiza- 
tions” and amendments to other pieces of legislation. 


Rada rejects land ownership for religious organizations 


(RISU.org.ua)—The Ukrainian Parliament on March 
18 rejected in the second reading a legislative bill “On 
Amendments to the Land Code of Ukraine” aimed at 
restoring the right of organizations, enterprises and so- 
cieties of disabled people, as well as religious organi- 
zations, to be defined as subjects of law, entitled to own 
and permanently use land in Ukraine. 


According to the Institute of Religious Freedom, the 
bill was rejected because national deputies Safiullin, 
Bubka and Manchulenko lobbied an amendment which 
provides that community sports centres are subjects of 
law and can permanently use land that is communal 
property. In the fall 2003, this legislative bill was passed 
in the first reading by 230 votes. 
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After ups and downs, 
Oksana has it figured 


By Bill Farrell, New York Daily News 

As far back as she can remember, Oksana Baiul has 
loved performing for an audience. 

ЗТ know how to entertain people, and I’m a pretty 
good actress,” Baiul said with no hint of a boast. “I 
have been from the time I was a 2-year-old girl.” 

Born in Dnipropetrovsk, Baiul began her remarkable 
career skating in potholes. 

“The roads were never very good, and they would 
all have very large holes,” Baiul recalled. “In the win- 
ter, when the holes filled with water and froze, they 
made a smooth ice surface. That is where I would skate. 

“The best part about it was running to find people to 
bring them over to watch me. “Come look at what I can 
do!’ I have always loved skating.” 

Now 27, Baiul, who won an Olympic gold medal 10 
years ago in Norway, is still entertaining audiences. 
Currently on tour with Stars on Ice, Baiul took a few 
minutes after a short practice to talk about her life. 

Even without makeup, wearing a sweat suit and with 
her hair tied back in a bun, Baiul is as beautiful, el- 
egant and confident off the ice as she is on it. 

It wasn’t always that way. 

“After the Olympics, my life became a circus,” she 
said. “Everyone wanted to be with Oksana the skating 
star. I was turned into an industry. 

“Everyone knows the story, that my parents were 
separated and that I lost my mother when I was 13. 
Now here I was surrounded by this woman and that 
woman who the press would portray as the mother І по 
longer had,” said Baiul, shaking her head. 

“Tn my wildest dreams, I never would have thought 
I could win a gold medal in the Olympics. And when I 
did, I wasn’t ready for it. It was all too fast.” 

The medal was her ticket to the skating and the ce- 


lebrity circuits. She became all too fond of the parties, 
the drinking and the fast cars. 

That lifestyle ended when she smashed her Mercedes 
into a tree in 1997. The accident provided her with the 
impetus to take control of her life. She entered a reha- 
bilitation facility. 

«І stayed for 31/2 months.,” she said. “When І left, it 
was on my terms.” 

That was in 1998, and since then, Baiul has moved 
forward in her career and her life — always on her 
own terms. 

Three years ago, she quit skating. “I wasn’t really 
happy,” said Baiul. “I was skating, pushing myself. I 
didn’t want it. I chose to stay out of the limelight. When 
the decision came, I just stayed home and slept. I slept 
for six months.” 

It was about this time that Baiul fell in love and got 
engaged. She also went home to Ukraine, where she 
tracked down her father, who had deserted the family 
when she was 2. 

“My mother never wanted to talk about him, and 
when people did talk, they all told awful stories about 
him. But I had to find him; I knew I had to reconnect 
with him,” Baiul said. “I’m glad I did. He was a nice, 
normal person, and I saw so much of myself in him. 

“He’s an engineer and lives with his mother, my 
grandmother. I have her same nose. And, I have a fam- 
ily,” she added, smiling. 

“]’m happy. I’m enjoying the tour, meeting people 
and doing interviews. This time I’m doing it for my- 
вени 


Ukrainian boxer Vitali Klitschko will Бе seeking to 
restore his family’s honor and avenge a crushing de- 
feat inflicted on his brother Wladimir when he enters 
the ring against South African Corrie Sanders in a world 
heavyweight title fight in Los Angeles next month, re- 
ports Reuters. 

Klitschko jumped into the ring and confronted Sand- 
ers after his younger brother was stopped inside two 
rounds by the South African in Hanover, Germany last 
year but insisted on March 19 he would keep his emo- 
tions under control when he himself fights Sanders for 
the vacant World Boxing Council title. 

“It is very difficult to explain my feelings. I was crazy 
(after his brother’s defeat),” Klitschko told a small 
group of reporters after a press conference to promote 
the fight. 

The giant 32-year-old Ukrainian and Sanders are to 
fight for the WBC heavyweight title at the Staples Center 
in Los Angeles on April 24, two weeks after Klitschko’s 
younger brother takes on Lamon Brewster for the rival 
World Boxing Organization’s heavyweight championship 
in Las Vegas. Both titles are currently vacant. 


Vitali Klitschko eyes restoring family honour 


“Emotion don’t help in the fight. I go to the fight 
without emotion. I will be ready,” Klitschko said. 

Sanders, now 38, was the underdog when he fought 
Wladimir Klitschko, super-heavyweight gold medalist 
at the Olympic games in Atlanta in 1996 and expected 
by many to succeed recently retired Lennox Lewis of 
Britain as the world’s top fighter. 

“I respect very much Corrie Sanders because in my 
personal opinion the strongest heavyweight in the world 
is my brother. He beat my brother and therefore I need 
to respect him,” Klitschko told reporters. 

Sanders was upset by Klitschko’s antics after last 
year’s fight and said that he hopes the Ukrainian fighter 
lets his emotions overcome him on April 24 because 
he agrees that emotions make a fighter vulnerable. 

“I know what I’ve got to do. I’m оп a mission. If he 
wants to make it personal in the ring he is going to be 
down on the floor and the ref is going to count him 
out,” Sanders said. 

Sanders, at 6 feet 4 inches (193 cm) is four inches 
(10 cm) shorter than the Ukrainian and his greatest as- 
set will be his speed. 


Schwarzenegger may visit Ukraine next spring 


(Interfax-Ukraine)—California Governor and actor 
Агпоїд Schwarzenegger may visit Zaporizhzhya in 
spring 2005, Ruslan Zhabotinsky, son of athlete Le- 
onid Zhabotinsky and head of the charity foundation 


Stalin Joe wins pacing final 


(Harnesslink)—Glamor Farms 5-Year-Old Kiev 
Hanover gelding, Stalin Joe, won the $23,500 Sinbad 
Pacing Series final at Flamboro Downs on Sunday 
(March 28). 

With Randy Waples at the controls Stalin Joe fought 
for the two length victory over race favourite Millen- 
nium Speed winning in 1.58.2. J M Rocketman was 
third. 

Lead sectional times for the event were 28.2 seconds, 
59.1, 1.28.2 and 1.58.2. It was the second win for the 
gelding this season, the first coming in the first leg of 
the Sinbad Series. 

So far Stalin Joe has won four times in his career 
and banked over $35,000 for his Ancaster, Ontario- 
based owners. 

(Ed. Note: Would anybody call a race horse “Hitler 
Adolph”’?) 


named after his father, said at a press conference, March 
DS. 

He said the visit would be timed to coincide with an 
international tournament of weight lifters. The Ameri- 
can actor and politician will visit Zaporizhzhya at the 
invitation of an old friend of his, Olympic and world 
champion Leonid Zhabotinsky. Schwarzenegger says 
Zhabotinsky is his only idol, and their meeting in the 
1960s changed his entire life. 

Leonid Zhabotinsky is visiting the United States as 
a guest of honor at the Arnold Classic international tour- 
nament. 

Ruslan Zhabotinsky said Schwarzenegger had gladly 
accepted the invitation to visit Zaporizhzhya and at- 
tend the international tournament, in which leading ath- 
letes from ten countries will take part. 

Zhabotinsky has lived in Zaporizhzhya for a long 
time and regards it as his hometown. He quit profes- 
sional sports in the middle of the 1970s, after becom- 
ing Olympic weight lifting champion in 1964 (Tokyo) 
and 1968 (Mexico City), four-time world champion, 
two-time European champion, eight-time champion of 
the Soviet Union and a holder of 19 world records. 
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LeGrand paces Poltava to win 


Beat Kyiv in Winnipeg Ukrainian soccer tourney 
By Glen Dawkins, Winnipeg Sun, March 29, 2004 

Brendan LeGrand had two goals to pace Team Poltava to a 4-1 victory 
over Team Kyiv in the final of the second annual Ukraine Youth Cup co- 
ed indoor soccer tournament, yesterday (March 28) at Gateway Recre- 
ation Centre. Jenna Jonower and Renata McDonald added singles for 
Poltava while Brooklyn Dyce replied for Kyiv. 

A joint venture of the Winnipeg Dynamo Kyiv Soccer Club and the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress-Manitoba Provincial Council, the two-day 
tournament involved 50 boys and girls aged 12-15 in four co-ed teams 
each representing a different city in Ukraine. 


КАРПАТІЯ 


ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС! 


Дирекція, керівництво і персонал 
Ощадно-Кредитової Спілки 
«Карпатія» бажає всім членам 


РАДІСНИХ ВЕЛИКОДНІХ СВЯТ! 


CARPATHIA 
CREDIT UNION 
Three Locations 
to serve you! 
950 Main St. 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 


зн HAPPY EASTER! 

to all our members from the Board 

Winnipeg, Manitoba of Directors, Management and Staff 
of Carpathia Credit Union. 


(204) 989-7400 CHRIST IS RISEN! 


or vistt 5 at: www.carpathiacu.mb.ca 


80-2200 McPhillips St. 


ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС) 
Веселих Великодніх Свят! 


SAUSAGE МАКЕВЯ"»! 


Delicatessen Meat Market 


Respected sausage makers, established since 1958. 
Purveyour of their own delicatessen garlic sausages, meat loaves, 
wieners, salami, and other "Famous Products" delicacies. 


« Wood smoked bacon 

» Smoked turkeys 

* Delicatessen sausages and cheese 
° Freezer beef, veal, pork 

° Social packs 

¢ Kobassa with impeccable taste! 

° Hot from our own smokehouses. 


™property of 
CENTRAL PRODUCTS & FOODS LTD. 


630 Nairn Avenue, Winnipeg 
Ph: 667-2981 


FEATURING: 

Paska (Easter Bread) 

Spring Vegetable Soup 

Assorted Salads 

Studenets (Head Cheese) 

Ham Sausage (Ukrainian Style) 
Nachenka (Baked Corn Meal) 
Nalysnike (Cottage Cheese Rolls) 
Baked Cabbage Rolls (Ukrainian Syle) я 
B.B.Q. Spare Ribs 

Meatballs & Mushrooms 
Perogies 

Baked Ham 

Baron of Beef 

(beets & horseradish relish) 
Assorted Salads 

Variety of Desserts including 
Cheese Cake & Poppyseed Cake 


SUNDAY APRIL 11th 11:30 AM - 7:30 PM 
PHONE FOR RESERVATIONS: 4 74-0456 
Special Seniors Discount 


BEVERLY CREST 


Adults $16.95 Seniors $14.95 
Children $7.95 
Plus the 7%GST 


3414 - 118 AVE 
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(780) 462-9552, ask for Doug or Mark. 


Я розмовляю по-українському 


QUALITY TAX PREPARERS 


Accurate Income Tax Service 


¢ Personal & Business Tax Returns ° Estate Returns 
- G.S.T. Returns " Bookkeeping * Accounting 


Mark Kopinec 
B.A. Econ. and Accountant 


Ph: (780) 448-0829 (HIT Zero TAX) 
Email: qip@telusplanet.net 


WHEATLEY SADOWNIK 


BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS 


best of the Easter season. 9% 
ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС! c@yiivg 


YOY 


2000 SUN LIFE PLACE - 10123-99 STREET - EDMONTON, ALBERTA - T5J 3H1 
TEL (780) 423-6671 


FAX (780) 420-6327 


The Regina Ukrainian Co-op Board of 
Directors and Staff wish everyone a 
Happy and Blessed Easter 


HELP WANTED. Commercial roofing labourers needed. 
No experience required. Starting wage $11.00/Hr. Phone 


Христос Воскрес! Воістину Воскрес! 
= | 


Ukrainian Professional 
and Business Club 
of Edmonton 


Клюб Українських 
Професіоналістів та 
Підприємців Едмонтону 


Happy Easter іо all our members and 
the Ukrainian Community 


Найкращі побажання нашим 
членам та українській громаді 
з нагоди Великодніх Свят 


Христос Воскрес! Christ is Risen! 


From the Ukrainian 
Community Council 
Delton Branch 

12809 - 82 Street 


For all your financial needs 
and service in Ukrainian 
contact Ruth at 496-2338 
or Kathy at 496-2114. 
www.capitalcitysavings.ca 


Everything your bank should be.™ 
Є) capitat Cry Savines 
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Regina’s Ukrainian 
Co-operative celebrates success 


(Ukrainian Co-operative Association)—Regina’s 
Ukrainian Co-operative celebrated its success at the 
67th annual meeting, March 25. 

The near record attendance at the UNF Auditorium 
heard Chair Ernie Cherepuschak announce: a sales 
record of $1,012,777, acquisition of the adjoining prop- 
erty, member days of 10% discount twice a month con- 
tinuing, customer appreciation day of 10% discount 
continuing each month, plus 25% member dividends 
for the eight consecutive year. 

General Manager, Keith Chibi proudly thanked his 
staff for their dedication. 

“Customer service, top quality meat products and 


the best Ukrainian sausage in the marketplace have 
caused our sales to steadily increase over the last few 
years, despite a competitive marketplace and new su- 
permarkets,” he said. 

The Ukrainian Co-op is a 2500 square foot retail gro- 
cery store, located on the corner of Winnipeg and 11th 
Avenue in Regina. The store features a specialized meat 
department, groceries and an authentically unique 
Ukrainian Boutique. 


Kuchma proposes amnesty to 
shadow capital in 2004 


(Interfax)—Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma is 
proposing that the Cabinet of Ministers and the 
Verkhovna Rada consider amnesty to citizens due to 
legalization of shadow capital in 2004. 

It’s part of “a wide spread practice, including on the 
territory of CIS,” he said in his annual address to Par- 
liament sent March 18. 

Even though the level of shadowing of Ukraine’s 
economy went down from 43.5% in 1997 to 35% in 
2003, today it is much higher than in Central Europe. 
One of the most dangerous consequences of shadow- 
ing is its influence on criminalization of society, the 
address reads. 

The President stresses “further restriction of influ- 
ence of factors of economic shadowing may not be 


based only on forced methods that give a temporary 
effect only.” It is necessary to find a new strategy of 
de-shadowing that would base “first of all, on creation 
of favorable conditions for legal economic activity on 
the basis of maximum identification of interests of eco- 
nomic entities.” 

“Surely the amnesty may not cover financial re- 
sources acquired from crimes against a person or secu- 
rity of the state, touch those individuals against whom 
criminal cases were brought up and also the sentenced,” 
the document reads. 

It is important to take into notice that “despite its 
financial effect, the amnesty of shadow capital may be- 
come a step towards formation of “the economy of 
trust,” he noted. 


EBRD loans $120M to upgrade railways 


(Interfax-Ukraine/BBC Monitoring Service)—The 
European Bank for Reconstruction and Development 
(EBRD) is to grant a US$120 million loan to fund 
projects for the further upgrade of the Ukrainian state 
railway company, Ukrzaliznytsya, a report posted on 
the EBRD’s web site said March 18. 

In particular, the money will be provided for the pur- 
chase of passenger carriages as part of a long-term high- 
speed railway communications programme, the pur- 


| chase of railway track equipment and a project for the 


reconstruction of the Beskyd railway tunnel in 
Transcarpathia Region, which is part of the 5th pan- 
European transport corridor. 

According to the bank’s information, Ukrzaliznytsya 
is expected to invite bids for the purchase of carriages 
and railway track equipment as early as the second half 
of 2004 and bids for the reconstruction of the Beskyd 
tunnel — in the first six months of 2005. 

The head of the company’s main directorate for de- 
velopment and investment, Yosyp Krants, told Interfax- 
Ukraine the contract for the purchase of passenger car- 
riages was estimated at $47 million, for the purchase 


of track equipment — at $29 million, for the recon- 
struction of the railway tunnel — at $40 million and 
consulting services relating to the implementation of 
the project were estimated at $4 million. 

The railway tunnel, which is part of the 5th interna- 
tional transport corridor is to be upgraded within 35 
months. 

The loan agreement with the EBRD may be signed 
within two months, Krants said. However, he did not 
rule out the possibility that the project implementation 
deadlines might change during talks with the govern- 
ment. 


Poland suspends Huta 
Czestochowa privatization 


(Interfax-Ukraine)—Poland has suspended 
privatization of the Huta Czestochowa steel mill until 
a commission studying the issue completes its work, 
Polish President Alexander Kwasniewski Said at a press 
conference in Kyiv on March 31. 


a 
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JKX eyes Ukraine acquisition 


JKX Oil & Gas Plc, a British independent oil devel- 
opment specialist in former Soviet countries, is on the 
hunt this year for new projects in Russia, Ukraine and 
Azerbaijan, plus a possible corporate acquisition, re- 
ports Reuters. 

“T_ast year we got very close to acquiring a Russian 
producing company and it would’ve fitted in very 
nicely,” said Chief Executive Paul Davies on March 
17 after the release of the company’s 2003 results. 

“Tt’s just that the reserve base didn’t quite fit with 
what we’d been led to believe.” 

Davies said Ukraine, where the oil asset price boom 
is behind Russia’s, was a more likely place for an ac- 
quisition this time around. 

With about US$20 million of available cash and the 
potential for a credit line, he could afford to pay around 
$100 million for a deal, he said. 

Davies was presenting results that showed daily pro- 
duction up 56 percent year-on-year at 8,068 barrels of 
oil equivalent a day and net profit after minorities of 


$10.7 million up from $5.9 million. 

Earnings per share grew to 8.08 cents from 4.50 cents. 

Davies said output would dip in the early part of 2004 
but would still end the year higher than 2003, with new 
output coming on stream later in the year putting fourth 
quarter output ahead by 50 percent on the year-earlier 
quarter. 

JKX shares, up 0.7 percent at 67-3/4 pence after the 
results, have boomed this year after it secured 100 per- 
cent of its main asset, the gas-producing Poltava Pe- 
troleum Company (PPC), last year and began securing 
sales contracts for the gas. 

They reached their highest level for seven years in 
recent weeks, and some analysts see further upside. 

“We’d be happy buyers up to 80 pence, whether they 
secure any new projects or not,” said Richard Slape of 
Seymour Pierce. 

“Tt’s a very nice set of numbers. Earnings per share 
was better than we expected, even though they wrote 
off more capital expenditure than we expected them to.” 


IMF approves $605M loan 


(RFE/RL)—The International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
has approved a one-year, $605 million credit facility to 
Ukraine, Interfax reported on March 30. 

“(Ukraine has achieved a broad-based and sustained 
economic recovery, and has subdued inflation follow- 
ing the 1998-99 financial crisis,” IMF acting Manag- 
ing Director Anne Krueger said, praising Ukraine for 
macroeconomic stability, a strong balance of payments, 
and the replenishing of international reserves. 


The Ukrainian government will use the loan prima- 
rily to cover high-interest government bonds issued 
during the late 1990s, dpa reported, quoting Finance 
Minister Mykola Azarov. 

Meanwhile, Our Ukraine leader Yushchenko com- 
mented that the IMF decision on the loan is “ground- 
less,” adding that “shadow turnover in the fiscal-policy 
sphere” has become the official course of Ukrainian 
government policy, according to Interfax. 


Naftohaz Ukrayiny to build gas plant 


(Interfax) —Naftohaz Ukrayiny is planning to build 
a liquefied natural gas plant at an estimated turnkey 
cost of US$1.2 billion - $1.5 billion, the company’s 
press centre said. 

The plant will have a capacity of up to 6 billion cu- 
bic meters per annum and the project has already re- 
ceived preliminary support from the Ukrainian goy- 
ernment. 

The company plans to build the plant at one of the 
republic’s Black Sea ports, which are navigable year- 


round. 

The press release stressed that the project will open up 
new possibilities for exporting gas and will help sat- 
isfy growing demand for natural gas in the EU, both 
by creating a new export route and by freeing up tradi- 
tional routes. 

Naftohaz Ukrayiny is also interested cooperating with 
potential investors from Western Europe that are ready 
to participate in financing the project and/or signing 
long-term contracts to buy gas from the plant. 


Odesa-Brody pipeline to operate in May, says PM 


(Interfax)—The Ukrainian government is to launch 
the Odesa-Brody pipeline as originally intended, to 
pump oil from the Black Sea to Brody, in May, Ukrai- 
nian Prime Minister Victor Yanukovych says. 

“We are implementing our decision, that is we will 
load the pipeline at the end of April. The pipeline may 
begin to work in May,” the prime minister told jour- 
nalists during a visit to the Yuzhny oil terminal on 
March 26. 

He said that Ukraine is able to receive Caspian and 
Kazakh oil for this. 

“There is an agreement between the governments,” 
Yanukovich said, adding that Deputy Prime Minister 


Andrei Klyuev is leading the negotiations. 

Ukraine and Kazakhstan are to sign a bilateral inter- 
governmental agreement in April, dealing with oil sup- 
plies and transit. 

The Ukrainian Cabinet of Ministers decided on Feb. 
4 to use the Odesa-Brody pipeline as originally planned, 
set up a working group to agree on the joint use of the 
pipeline with the owners of the oil, and also supported 
a draft law to grant a concession on the Odesa-Brody 
pipeline and the Yuzhny terminal. 

Russian oil companies had been lobbying to use the 
pipeline in reverse, that is, in the direction of the Black 
Sea. 


Kuchma rebukes West over unfinished reactors 


(RFE/RL)—President Leonid Kuchma said on March 
26 that Ukraine will complete two reactors at the Rivne 
and Khmelnytskyy nuclear-power plants on its own, 
Ukrainian Television reported. 

“Basically, this amounts to us making a challenge to 
the world, above all, to the G7, which undertook a com- 
mitment but has not yet honored it,” Kuchma said. 

“They promise to give us money this summer or au- 


Eximbank ready to 


finance long-term projects 


(Interfax-Ukraine)—The Export-Import Bank of the 
United States is considering funding several long-term 
projects in Ukraine, a top official from the bank said 
on March 26. 

U.S. Eximbank Senior Vice President Jeffrey Miller, 
speaking at a meeting with Ukrainian Premier Viktor 
Yanukovych and President of the U.S. Overseas Pri- 
vate Investments Corporation (OPIC) Peter Watson, 
said the bank was looking at several long-term projects 
with U.S. firms. 

Until recently, the U.S. Eximbank has credited only 
short-term and medium-term projects in Ukraine, 
Yanukovych’s press secretary Taras Avrakhov told 
Interfax-Ukraine. 


tumn. Well, they may keep it for themselves. We will 
do it without them. I have no doubt about that.” 

Kuchma was referring to an earlier pledge by West- 
em governments to assist Kyiv in completing the two 
reactors to make up for the power loss caused by the 
closure of the Chornobyl power plant in 2000. 

Kuchma threatened to sack Deputy Prime Minister 
Andriy Klyuyev “with a bang” if the reactors are not 
started “on time.” 

The government previously pledged to complete the 
Khmelnytskyy reactor in August and the Rivne reactor 
in October 2004. : 


Economy to expand 7%, 


Kuchma says 


(Interfax-Ukraine)—Average annual GDP growth in 
Ukraine will be 7% in 2004-2005, industrial produc- 
tion will increase 9% and inflation will be 6%-7% a 
year, Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma said in his 
annual address to parliament, March 18. 

Wages will grow 14% in 2004-2005 and the govern- 
ment will continue its stable hryvnia policy, he said. 

The GDP growth forecast is a little lower than that 
given by the government and the National Bank of 
Ukraine. The government forecasts GDP growth of 
9.5% in 2004, compared with 9.3% in 2003. 


ALBERTA WILBERT SALES LTD. 


E 


In Canada: 1 Year (24 Issues) $35.00 (CND) (GST included) 


In the U.S.A.: Same schedule as above, except in U.S. Dollars 


1 6910 - 129 Ave., Edmonton 


WATER SYSTEMS 


ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС! 
ВОЇСТИНУ ВОСКРЕС! 


447-2222 
РАХ: 447-1984 


ALTA. TOLL FREE PHONE: 1-800-232-7385 


- SEPTIC TANKS SEWAGE SYSTEMS 
- HOLDING TANKS $ R- FOR FARMS, ACREAGES 
- PUMPS AND SUBURBAN HOMES 


We carry a complete supply of accessories 


If you like this paper, but 
have not yet subscribed 


nsure you get each issue delivered to your home 


* © оо 


be to Укгаїп 


ubsc kr 
PRICES: 


2 Years (48 Issues) $65.00 (CND) (GST included) 


Outside Canada and the U.S.A.: Twice the U.S.A. rate. 


Please fill out the form below and mail, along with a cheque or 


money order payable to Ukrainian News to: 


UKRAINIAN TV NETWORK 


Ukrainian News 
Suite 1, 12227 - 107 Avenue 
Edmonton, AB, T5M 1Y9 


KYIV, LVIV 


Philadelphia, Chicago, Sacramento 
Toronto, Ottawa, Montreal, Alberta, Manitoba 


о 
inking oUF © 


Watch us on the WEB ! 
www.infoukes.com 
tel: 1800 KONTAKT - fax: 416 762 4880 


e-mail: klufas@kontakt.ca 
2118A Bloor St. W. Toronto, Ont. М65 1М8 


БУДЬМО в КОНТАКТІ! 


Великдень. Душа воскресає. Природа 
відроджується. Церква пробуджує народ. 
ВОІСТИНУ ВОСКРЕС! 


ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС! 


Малюнок каплиці нової Львівської Духовної Семінарії у Львові, де будуть 
вишколюватися майбутні священики Української Католицької Церкви. 


Веселих Свят бажає Вам Управа та 
Добродії-Засновники Української Католицької 
Освітньої Фундації. 
УКУ періодично видає обіжник який інформує про розвиток Церкви на 


Yxpanii. Якщо ви бажаєте безплатно отримати цей обіжник або зложити 
пожертву на дальший розвиток УК У просимо звернутися до: 


Fr. Michael Loza 
Ukrainian Catholic Education Foundation 
і 1317 Stonecutter Drive, Oakville, Ontario L6M 3C5 


Fa Ka om 


5 we 


905-465-3388 - loza@ucef.org 
www.ucef.org / www.lta@Ita.lviv.ua 


MEES T TRAVEL| 4 

10834-97 St., Edmonton, 
IATA Alberta T5H 2M3 Canada 
ACCREDITED AGENT (780) 424-1777 


Discover Ukraine & The ga 


Ukraine and Eastern Europe Speciali. 
| Lowest Air Fares 
Complete Package Tours 
Hotel Accommodations 
Car Rentals & "Taxi Services" 
Land Arrangements 
Customized Itineraries 
Documents & Visa Support Services 


TOURS TO UKRAINE 
ESCORTED QUALITY TOURS TO UKRAINE 
Experience the Culture and Beauty 

of This Historic Land 
1] 1-800-518-5558 


SPRING IN UKRAINE | Yrcainiancanadian 

May 10 - May 24, 2004 $3100.00 НИ 1-780-471-4477 

0 Calgary 

D) Shuistina а Myknaito 
1-403-277-1105 
Kathy & Іпог Bohdan 


1-403-239-5056 
| 1-403-510-1555 


| 2 


I 
rel 
М 


my] ALBERTA 
НИ Edmonton 


є Meest Alberta Ltd. 
1-780-424-1777 


EXPERIENCE UKRAINE 
July 12 - July 26,2004 SOLD OUT 


DISCOVER UKRAINE 
July 26 - August 10, 2004 $3500.00 Cars, Tractors, 


Farming Machine 


LAST MINUTE DEALS 
To Mexico, Cuba, Costo Rico, Dominican Republic 
As low as $799.00. - 1 Week Air and Hotel 


MANITOBA 
Winnipeg 


Kalyna 
1-204-582-2832 


Ukrainian Мем/5/Українські вісті, March 31 - April 13, 2004, 31 березня - 13 квітня, 2004 


Rada approves 
обу": plan for 2004 


By Jan Maksymiuk 

(RFE/RL)—The Verkhovna Rada voted 
239-38 on March 16 to approve the 
government’s action plan for 2004, called 
“Consistency. Efficiency. Responsibility.” 
The vote simultaneously acknowledged the 
performance of Prime Minister Viktor 
Yanukovych’s cabinet in 2003 as satisfactory. 
Most lawmakers from Our Ukraine, the Com- 
munist Party, the Socialist Party, and the 
Yuliya Tymoshenko Bloc did not participate 
in the vote. A separate motion by the opposi- 
tion to rate the government’s performance last 
year as unsatisfactory was supported just by 
109 lawmakers, well below the 226 votes re- 
quired for approval. 

The vote means that Yanukovych’s cabinet, 
which was formed in November 2002, ob- 
tained one more year of life — that is, at least 
the Verkhovna Rada may not oust a cabinet 
within a year following the approval of its 
action plan. Of course, Yanukovych may be 
sacked by President Leonid Kuchma, but 
Kuchma is rather unlikely to do so in the situ- 
ation where neither the fate of an ongoing con- 
stitutional reform nor the issue of who will 
represent the pro-government camp in the up- 
coming presidential election have been de- 
cided. 

Yanukovych presented his 2004 action plan 
and demanded a parliamentary vote on it a 
month ahead of his deadline. He apparently 
took this step under cold political calculation, 
to secure himself against any nasty surprises 
from the side of the legislature. Yanukovych 
heads the 67-strong Regions of Ukraine cau- 
cus, whose votes are crucial for passing the 
constitutional reform. Therefore, he seemed 


to be quite sure that the Verkhovna Rada could 
not vote him out of his current post, since such 
a step would put the entire constitutional re- 
form in jeopardy. 

Taking an objective look at the performance 
of Yanukovych’s cabinet, the Verkhovna Rada 
had no reasons to oust him. Yanukovych told 
lawmakers with pride that gross domestic 
product (GDP) in 2003 grew by 9.3 percent, 
industrial production increased by 15.8 per- 
cent, and the cabinet implemented the 2003 
budget with a 3 percent surplus in collected 
revenues. And his action plan for 2004 is 
equally ambitious. It envisages, in particular, 
a 9.5 percent increase in GDP, a rise in for- 
eign investments by US$1.5 billion, the cre- 
ation of 600,000 new jobs, and a 15 percent 
increase in wages. “We are confident that the 
program on the whole meets the need of the 
state and society, the perspectives of Ukraine’s 
further movement along the path of reform, 
and the ideas of integration into the global 
economy,” Yanukovych said in the legislature. 

Yanukovych, who many see as the most 
probable candidate of the pro-Kuchma camp 
in the presidential race, is now also keeping 
the other option open for himself — he may 
remain in the post of prime minister, a top 
political position in Ukraine, after the poten- 
tial approval of the constitutional reform. 

Yanukovych said last month that he has not 
decided yet whether to run in the presidential 
election but added that his decision will de- 
pend on whether he will be supported by the 
“political forces that today represent the cen- 
trist bloc, both in parliament and in the state.” 
Recent surveys suggest that 10-12 percent of 
the electorate support Біт. 
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